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March 2019 

Opening Day March 16 – Bring the Kids, Catch Some Fish 

Opening Day – First Big Trout Stocking of Season 

• March 16 – Cast Iron Breakfast served from 8:00--11:30 
• Kick-off Chapter event of 2019 
• Coffee, breakfast sandwiches and “world’s best hot chocolate” 
• Bring guests ($10 each) 

March 2019 

Special Notice: We Need Your Attendance 
March 5 

At 7 p.m. on Tuesday, March 5, your Board of Directors will hold another disciplinary hearing on the expulsion of 
Jent Mitchell and Paul Strawderman from the Winchester Chapter of the Izaak Walton League. We need your 
attendance and your vote in support of the board’s action to make this happen. 
   This hearing was made necessary by a judge’s ruling in Frederick County District Court last month that overturned 
on a technicality our earlier action to expel Mitchell and Strawderman. 
   The judge decided that a provision in our Bylaws (requiring specific information to be provided to the general 
membership in advance of a special membership meeting) should also apply to our notice to individuals subject to a 
disciplinary hearing (even if it was to be held in conjunction with a regular Board of Directors meeting). 
   While we respectfully disagree with that portion of the decision, the easiest way forward is not to appeal. Rather 
we have re-sent the notices and will conduct another disciplinary hearing for Mitchell and Strawderman. This will be 
done at the next regular Board of Directors meeting on March 5. Following the hearings, we intend to hold not only a 
vote of the Board of Directors, but also a general membership vote, on the appropriate disciplinary action for each of 
the alleged infractions. 
   Without the steady distraction and disruption caused by Mitchell and Strawderman, your Chapter has made great 
strides toward realizing its potential in outdoor recreation, education, conservation and community service. Your 
attendance and your vote will send a message that you want this to continue. 
   Therefore, we provide this official notice of a special membership meeting, as follows: 
PURPOSE: Special membership meeting to consider the disciplinary hearings of Jent Mitchell and Paul 
Strawderman 
DAY: Tuesday, March 5, 2019  
HOUR: 7 PM 
LOCATION: Chapter House, Winchester Chapter Izaak Walton League, 2863 Millwood Pike, Winchester VA 
22602 
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DIRECTORS  
  
Howard Beny 
howard_beny@winchester-iwla.org 
Richard Gorman 
richard_gorman@winchester-iwla.org 
Robert Lunceford 
rob_lunceford@winchester-iwla.org 
Patricia Nunn 
patty_nunn@winchester-iwla.org 
Al Stitt, Education & Training  
training@winchester-iwla.orgHarold 
Whitacre, Special Events  
harold_whitacre@winchester-iwla.org  
 
 Board Meetings are normally held 

the first Tuesday of each month at the 
Chapterhouse. See the Chapter 
website for dates and times. 

Membership Meetings are held at 
the Chapter House on the third 
Thursday of each month 7 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. 
 
 

 
 

OFFICERS  
Dan Arico, President  
703-229-3130  
dan_arico@winchester-iwla.org  
Mike Harper, Vice President 
mike_harper@winchester-iwla.org 
Chris Barltrop, Treasurer 
202-368-1086 
chris_barltrop@winchester-iwla.org 
Butch Kramer, Secretary  
703-795-8591  
butch_kramer@winchester-iwla.org  
John Suter, Membership Director 
540-364-1782 
john_suter@winchester-iwla.org 
 

Contacts 

Newsletter Contact: 
Vernon Guidry 
540-664-3009 
vernon.a.guidry@gmail.com 
 

 

 Kids Fishing Derby  
April 27  10:30—2:30 

• Biggest stocking of the year 
• Biggest public event of the year 

 

• Mark the date 
• Fun, food and prizes 

 

New Archery Range in Development for the Park  

  Plans are underway to develop a Target Archery Range on the Chapter grounds. The range will be located on open land 
along the left side of the road leading to the Camp Ground Pavilion.   
   The plans were presented by Leo Carling, new member of the Range Committee, who is spearheading the new range 
development. He heads up the Archery Subcommittee and is also leading the effort to develop a recondition plan for the 
existing field archery range. 
   Leo has been an archer since childhood and has worked extensively with the National Archery in Schools Program 
(NASP). He also brings a background in engineering to the project. 
   The range will measure approximately 120 X 48 yards allowing for targets at 40, 50 and 60 yards with a safety zone 
behind them. The range will have parking, a covered area for spectators and an area for archer preparation.  
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Diagram by Brian Callahan 

Bullseye’s 

Back 

• Monthly Bullseye competition resumes April 
15 

• Pre-season Bullseye Precision Clinic April 8 
   The 2019 Bullseye season at the Winchester Izaak Walton 
League opens Monday, April 15 with range improvements and 
a new coordinator. 
   John Lewandoski is the new coordinator. He replaces Jim 
Sherry who brought the precision .22 pistol competition to the 
Chapter last year. Matches will be held on the third Monday of 
each month through October. 
   The Pre-season Clinic, to be held at 7 p.m. at the Chapter 
House, is something new. It will provide basic precision pistol 
shooting instruction, tips and techniques, an explanation of 
match rules and procedures, and provide a Q&A session.  
Gender-Neutral Sport 
“Bullseye is equally open – and enjoyable – to guys and gals,” 
John said. “We hope to see women shooters participating this 
season.” 
   “No precision shooting experience is needed,” according to 
John. “If you can safely point a pistol, you can begin your 
personal progress to becoming a precision shooter. You 
compete against yourself. You set your own competitive goal, 
then pursue it.” 
The Details 
• Matches (shoots) to be held on the third Monday of the 

month, April through September 
• Equipment needed: 

o .22 semi-auto preferred; revolver ok. Red dot OR 
open sights 

o 70 rounds .22 ammo per match  
• Shoot duration: about 1½ hours, start to finish 
• Shoot starting time: 5:30pm for shooter convenience (was 

5pm last year) 
• Cost: $5 per shoot to cover targets and supplies 
• Safety: adults-only / eye protection / ear protection / 

common sense! 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Revised 2019 NRA 
Course Class 
Schedule Under 
Development 
   The following courses are being offered in 
March—NRA RSO Certification on March 9th at 
Chapter House from 8:30 to 5:30 PM and on March 
23rd a 4-hour Home Firearms Safety Class will be 
held at the Chapter House from 9:00 AM to 1:30 
PM. The RSO class requires that you have 
completed a NRA Basic course in a firearm 
discipline within the past 2 years.  There are 12 
seats available for this course. 
   The cost of the course is $75 and includes all 
materials, Continental Breakfast, Buffet Lunch, 
snacks and drinks.  No live fire is done in this 
Course.  Successful participants also are exempted 
from the new mandatory RQ program that will start 
in April this year and be required for use of the 
WIWL Ranges beginning in 2020. The Home 
Firearms Safety Course is opened to all members 
with no prerequisite requirement.  The cost of the 
course is $50 for course materials, snacks and 
drinks.   There are 16 seats available for this course.  
This course also is being considered as one of the 
courses along with the NRA Basic courses and RSO 
Course that will allow members to be exempt from 
attending the new mandatory all members 2020 RQ  
Program. 
   Additional classes being considered include Basic 
Shotgun, Rifle and Muzzle Loading, a repeat of the 
Basic Pistol and RSO Certification classes in June, 
advanced pistol classes including Defensive Pistol 
and NRA Personal Protection in the Home and 
Outside the Home as well as First Step classes in 
Rifle and Shotgun for new shooters and youth.  
Contact:   Dave Prater: range @winchester-iwla.org 
or Al Stitt: training@winchester-iwla.org for 
additional info. – David Prater 
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Special thanks to the Pack 159 Bears for the 5 bat houses they 
made with the assistance of Ron Vickers from the Sherando 
High School Technology Education Department. Den Leader 
and Chapter Member Jamie Wade is coordinating the 
installation of the bat houses at the Chapter. 
 
 

Bat Houses 

NRA Says ‘No’ to Grant for Five Stand  
2nd Grant Advances in NRA Process  
 
   The large grant the Chapter sought from the NRA to build a Five-Stand traps and related needs at the shotgun range was 
not approved at the initial screening. We have learned informally that the primary reason for it not being approved was that 
the WIWL had not broken ground on the Five Stand Pavilion.   
   Bottom line, we need to build the Five-Stand Pavilion with Chapter funds and donations, not just promise to build it. The 
estimated cost is around $25,000 to do it completely with a 3rd party licensed contractor.  
   If you can help out with a targeted donation for the Pavilion, please do so and place it in the Treasurer’s box at the Chapter 
House or mail it to the Treasurer’s attention at PO Box 2955, Winchester, VA 22604. Do not forget to mark your check that 
it is for Five Stand Construction needs only. The Treasurer will issue any necessary IRS forms needed to validate your 
donation for personal tax deduction purposes. 
   NRA informed us that they are forwarding one of our grants—SASP & Programs—to the Friends of the NRA Trustee 
Committee for a final read and possible approval. We should know whether it was approved in a couple of weeks. 
 –David Prater 
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Mandatory  
WIWL RQ Brief & Gun Handling Exercise Finalized  
   The Mandatory RQ Brief & Gun Handling Exercise procedures have been finalized. We plan to begin the Exercise for 
members beginning in April 2019.  The Exercise will be conducted in the Chapter House.  The purpose of this new RQ is 
to reinforce safe gun handling procedures and develop an increased awareness of overall gun safety among the members. 
This program will be mandatory for all members who use the WIWL range facilities beginning in 2020. Two (2) to three 
(3) monthly sessions accommodating 30 members per session are planned.  It also will be available at monthly New 
Member Orientation sessions. The year’s Monthly Exercise Dates will be announced in the April Newsletter. 
Simulated Range in Chapter House 
    A simulated Range will be set up in the Chapter House and utilized for the exercise.  Both rifles and pistols will be 
available for those who do not use their personal firearm.  The Chapter also will have extra common caliber snap cap 
dummy rounds available in common calibers for use with personal firearms.   The use of your personal firearm in calibers 
other than the most common will require the shooter to supply their own snap cap dummy rounds for the exercise. All 
firearms used must be cased in a “made safe” condition at the start and conclusion of the exercise.  
   The brief and exercise should take about 45 minutes to 1 hour to complete.  Beginning in 2020, the RQ designation will 
be required by all members using the range.  The qualification will be valid for 2 years. 
    The exercise will consists of a standardized model NRA Range Brief by an actual RSO and a supervised handling 
exercise requiring the Shooter to bring a cased “made safe” firearm to the simulated range, uncasing it, loading the 
firearm directly or its external magazine (if so equipped) with 2 snap cap dummy rounds, a simulated firing of one (1) 
dummy round followed by safely handing the firearm to the RSO who will set up a stoppage or misfire situation with the 
firearm and hand it back to the shooter.  The shooter will then clear the stoppage or misfire, unload the firearm 
completely, return it to its case in a “made safe” condition and leave the simulated Range area returning the cased firearm 
to the staging table monitor. 
Volunteer RSOs  
    Five volunteer RSOs will each accompany a team of 2 shooters (10 shooters max each relay) to the simulated range 
focusing on the shooter’s safe handling from the time of picking up the firearm at the staging area to the return of the 
firearm to the staging area.  The primary safe handling areas that will be graded are:  1) safe muzzle direction at all times; 
2) finger off the trigger until ready to shoot; 3) the ability to safely load, unload and handle the stoppage or misfire; and 
4) uncase and case the firearm (flagging issues). The Red Light “hot range”—No Light “cold range” status parameters 
contained in the current 2019 (January 1st) WIWL Range SOP/Rules will be used throughout the exercise.  
    We will update this information on the website and keep members informed via Constant Contact messages when 
required. Questions regarding the Brief/Exercise may be directed to range@winchester-iwla.org  -- David Prater 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED   

   The new RQ mandatory Range Brief and Gun 
handling exercise needs RSOs to monitor the 
handling exercise.   We will do a training session for 
about 1 hour in late March.  Please help if you can, 
three hours a month volunteer time minimum.  
Contact: range@winchester-iwla.org  
   We also are in need of certified NRA instructors to 
assist with NRA Classes.  NRA is becoming more 
stringent about actually using your credentials if you 
intend to renew them.  Contact:  
training@winchester-iwla.org     
   Volunteers are always needed for the public events, 
work days and for the Membership Meeting feeds.  
Contact:  dan_arico@winchester-iwla.org 

 

Discounted NRA Dues Rates Now 
Available Through The Chapter.   
   NRA Membership and Renewals are available through the 
Chapter. The Chapter Renewal rates offer discounts ranging 
from $15 for one- and three-year memberships to $50 and 
$500 for five-year and Life memberships.  There is a bonus 
for the Chapter as well—we get a small kickback commission. 
Simply send an email to range@winchester-iwla.org 
requesting information— 

 

 

Member Meeting  

Dinner Dogs! 

Hot Dogs   Big Dogs  

Fixin’s   Soda   Chips  

mailto:range@winchester-iwla.org
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March 2019 
Check the WIWL website for the most current information 


