
Winchester Chapter IWLA Emergency Board Meeting Minutes 
Held:  June 25, 2015, 11:00pm 

 
Attendees included the Newly Elected Board of Directors:  Bill Copp, Ray Palladino, Jim 
Sherry, Barry Shull, Bernard Schwartzman, Patty Nunn, John Doyle, and Mike Harper and 
invited guests from IWLA National and Virginia Division including: Gary Meade, Norm Leshan, 
Ernie Padgette, Mike Phillips, Robin Phillips, and Scott Meyer 
 
Meeting Purpose: 

1. Elect officers among the elected board to include a President, Vice President, Treasurer, 
Secretary and Membership Dues Recipient Chair 

2. Commit to revise or come into compliance with the Articles of Incorporation 
3. Commit to revise or come into compliance with the Chapter Bylaws 
4. Commit to a financial audit using a forensic accountant that is familiar with 501(c)3 

organizations 
 
Patty Nunn was assigned temporary recorder for the purposes of documenting the meeting until 
elections were complete.  
 
The Board of Directors are required to take immediate action on the Judgment Order, dated June 
1, 2015, Item 3.C Amendment of Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws and the IWLA National 
Executive Board letter dated June 22, 2015 – Attachment 1 to these minutes. 
 
Elections held and results were as follows: 

• President – Jim Sherry 
• Vice President – John Doyle 
• Secretary – Patty Nunn 
• Treasurer – Mike Harper 
• Membership Dues Recipient (MDR) Chair – Bill Copp 

 
Barry Shull volunteered to assist with handling the Chapter. Bernie Schwartzman volunteered to 
assist the Treasurer in the Chapter as a third signature. Points of Contact are provided as 
Attachment 2 to these minutes. 
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Discussion and Immediate Actions: 
 
A motion was made, seconded, and approved through unanimous affirmative vote the following: 

1. Commit to revise or come into compliance with the Articles of Incorporation  
2. Commit to revise or come into compliance with the Chapter Bylaws 
3. Commit to a financial audit using a forensic accountant that is familiar with 501(c)3 

organizations 
 
The IWLA National Executive Board letter encouraged the correct spelling of Izaak and naming 
of the Chapter as “Winchester Chapter of the Izaak Walton League”. Bernard Schwartzman 
requested a communication that documents why the spelling of “Issac” must change to “Izaak”. 
Gary Meade discussed that the Winchester Chapter is a member of the Izaak Walton League of 
America and therefore, enables the 501(c)3 designation.  Patty Nunn took action to write the 
initial response for publication to the membership. This action is important as the new name 
must be included on the amended Articles of Incorporation.  A motion was made, seconded, and 
approved through affirmative unanimous vote to comply with the IWLA National Executive 
Board letter recommendations. 
 
Within 30 days, per the Judgment Order, the Board of Directors needs to authorize the following 
of amended articles of incorporation with the State Corporation Commission (SCC) substantially 
along the lines of those previously prepared by Charles McWilliams, Esq. The Board discussed 
assigning a new Registered Agent, preferably an attorney who is a chapter member, to submit on 
behalf of the Chapter. Several members were mentioned and the President took action to contact 
named members to support this activity.  A copy of the SCC filing must also be sent to IWLA 
National.  Upon approval from SCC, the property deed and other legal documents must be 
changed. 
 
Mike Harper took the action to obtain chapter financial records from Richard Swisher, previous 
Treasurer. It was recommended, moved, seconded, and received affirmative vote to establish 
new bank account, transfer an amount of money to cover chapter operations, and freeze use of 
the current accounts. Several items that need to be paid include: 

• The Officers and Directors Policy Insurance premium 
• Property Liability insurance 
• Legal fees 
• Other operational expenses 

 
In addition, moved, seconded, and approved through affirmative vote for Mike Harper to work 
with Virginia Division in scheduling a Financial Survey, funded in part by the Virginia Division. 
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Bill Copp took action to work with previous MDR to transfer all records and process members 
who paid dues and attended the elections. 
 
The Board of Directors also discussed transparency with membership regarding activities of the 
Chapter. It was agreed that all minutes of meetings would be posted to the Chapter website, 
currently hosted by the Virginia Division. 
 
The next Board of Directors Meeting will occur Saturday, June 27, 2015 at 9:00am at the 
Chapter House. 
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Attachment 1 - IWLA National Executive Board letter dated June 22, 2015  
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

 

June 22, 2015 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

Ernest Neff 

918 Airport Road 

Winchester, VA 22602-4507 

 

Dan Dillon  

144 Grapevine Court 

Gore, VA 22637-1706 

 

Kelly Dillon 

144 Grapevine Court  

Gore, VA 22637-1706 

 

Richard Swisher, Sr. 

116 Potomac Place 

Winchester, VA 22602 

 

 

RE: Amended Articles of Incorporation – Winchester Chapter of the Izaak 

Walton League 

 

Dear Sirs and Madame: 

 

It is our understanding that Judge Clifford Athey has ordered the Winchester Chapter of the 

Izaak Walton League of America to amend and file new articles of incorporation.  It is also our 

understanding that Judge Athey ordered that the new board, which is to be elected this Thursday 

June 25
th

, convene on that night and authorize the filing of the amendment of the articles of 

incorporation with the State Corporation Commission.   

 

Neither the National Office nor the Executive Board of the Izaak Walton League of America has 

seen a draft of the proposed amendment of the articles of incorporation and, therefore, we 

wanted to provide this correspondence to remind and notify the Winchester Chapter of the 

provisions that the League’s Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws require to be in every 

chartered chapter’s articles and bylaws. Per Section 5.2 of Izaak Walton League of America, 
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Inc.’s Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws, each chartered chapter’s articles and bylaws must 

contain all of the following provisions: 

 

(1) That its assets upon revocation of charter or dissolution, whether voluntary or 

involuntary, shall be disposed of in accordance with the provisions of Section 16 of 

these bylaws and in case of conflict between the chapter’s bylaws or articles of 

incorporation, the bylaws of the Izaak Walton League shall control. 

(2) That its objects and powers shall be the same or substantially similar to those of The 

Izaak Walton League of America. 

(3) That no amendment to the chapter’s articles of incorporation or bylaws changing 

those provisions shall be effective unless The Izaak Walton League of America shall 

amend its bylaws and articles of incorporation to incorporate such amendment into 

these national bylaws. 

(4) That no transfer of the assets of a chapter to any other entity, in excess of 10% of the 

chapter’s total assets, shall be effective or valid unless approved in advance of such 

transfer by a 2/3 vote of the national Executive Board and by a 2/3 vote of the 

chapter’s membership present at a meeting, provided that all members of the chapter 

were notified of the meeting twice in writing. Once at least 30 days, but no more than 

60 days in advance and again at least 10 days, but not more than 30 days in advance 

of the meeting. 

 

For purposes of ensuring full compliance with Section 5.2.(1) of the Izaak Walton League of 

America, Inc.’s Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws, we highly recommend that the Chapter’s 

amended articles and bylaws also include verbiage incorporating Section 16.6 of the Articles of 

Incorporation and Bylaws.  Per Section 16.6 of the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws, upon 

revocation of a chapter’s charter, or the dissolution of such chapter, all of the assets of said 

chapter shall be applied and distributed as follows: 

 

(a) All liabilities and obligations of the chapter shall be paid, satisfied and discharged. 

(b) Assets held by the chapter requiring return, transfer or conveyance, shall be returned, 

transferred or conveyed in accordance with such requirements.  

(c) No part of the remaining assets of the chapter shall be distributed to or inure to the 

benefit of any member, officer or director of the chapter, or any other party or entity. 

(d) The remaining assets shall be transferred or conveyed to the state division having 

jurisdiction of such chapter, if such division exists. If such division does not exist, 

then the remaining assets shall be transferred and conveyed to the Izaak Walton 

League of America.   

 

Please be advised that if the Winchester Chapter fails to include the foregoing provisions in its 

amended articles and bylaws, the Executive Board of the Izaak Walton League of America will 

take steps to schedule a hearing to suspend or revoke the Chapter’s charter as set forth in Section 

16 of the Izaak Walton League of America, Inc.’s Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws. This is 

an action that the Executive Board would prefer to avoid and hence the reason for us providing 

this notice to the Winchester Chapter.   

 

In addition to the foregoing, the Executive Board encourages that the Winchester Chapter amend 

its articles to correct the spelling of the “Izaak Walton” League to avoid any ambiguity or 

confusion that may exist due to the Chapter’s current use of “Isaac Walton.”  Based on the legal 

documents we have observed to date, the Chapter apparently appears to be using the misspelled 

name “Winchester Isaac Walton Club” on legal documents, including property deeds and tax 

filings.  For the sake of consistency and clarity, the Executive Board prefers that the Winchester 
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Chapter’s legal name be “Winchester Chapter of the Izaak Walton League.” However, while the 

Chapter is not legally required to use the term “Izaak Walton League” in its legal name, the 

Chapter should at least amend its name to be the “Winchester Izaak Walton Club” or otherwise 

use the correct spelling of “Izaak Walton” in its legal name to ensure that its members and the 

outside community understands that the Winchester Chapter is a chartered chapter of the Izaak 

Walton League of America, Inc.  

 

In light of the fact that there will be a new board in place on June 25
th

, we respectfully request 

that you provide a copy of this letter to the new board members that evening so they are aware of 

what actions need to be taken with respect to the chapter’s amended articles and bylaws.   

 

We appreciate the Winchester Chapter’s cooperation as it moves forward in restoring its chapter 

to full compliance with the Izaak Walton League of America’s Articles of Incorporation and 

Bylaws.   

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions, or if we can be of further 

assistance to the Winchester Chapter.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

      
Gary Meade      Jodi Arndt Labs 

Chair       Vice Chair 

 

 

cc: Mike Phillips, President of the Virginia Division (via e-mail) 

 Ernie Padgette (via e-mail) 

 Attorney Nate Adams, Adams and Jones, PLC (via e-mail) 

 Attorney Casey Struckmann, Struckmann, White and Wiseley, PC (via e-mail) 
 



Attachment 2 – Winchester Chapter of the Izaak Walton League Board of Directors Points 
of Contact 

 
President 

James F. Sherry  
540-662-3623 home 
540-336-8441 cell 
jimamerican@yahoo.com 

 
Vice President 

John V. Doyle 
540-869-3706 home 
540-455-7909 cell 
Trapdoor1888@yahoo.com 

 
Secretary 

Patricia A. Nunn 
202-246-1115 cell 
PAN-iwla@aol.com 

 
Treasurer 

Mike Harper 
404-310-4534 cell 
mharper1948@comcast.net 

Membership Dues Recipient (MDR) Chair 
Bill A. Copp 
540-974-0608 
Billcopp@mris.com 

 
 
 
Additional Board Members 

 
Raymond Palladino  
703-201-5956 
Palladino_ray@yahoo.com 

 
Barry Shull 
540-667-2821 
shullwinc@comcast.net 
 
Bernard Schwartzman 
540-667-0022 home 
540-327-8388 cell 
bschwartzman@yahoo.com 
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