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From the President
November is a time to reflect on the previous year and be thankful for what we have.
We had a successful year in many ways at the chapter with fun and educational
events, youth activities and outreach education. We have many successes to be proud
of and we are working hard to move forward in 2018.
We have had resignations in several key positions and we need volunteers to step
forward to assist in filling those roles. If you have ever considered contributing in
the chapter, now is the time. Please contact me at 540-664-2347 for more information.
I recently attended the Virginia Division Meeting in Norfolk. Our division is a leader
in the IWLA and there are several programs that can assist our chapter with needed
improvements while at the same time cementing our relationship as a community
partner and leader in outdoor education. Also, the 2018 National Convention will be
held in July 2018 in Fredericksburg, Virginia. This presents a wonderful opportunity
for many of our chapter members to participate in the IWLA’s largest event.
Our chapter workday was a great success. The chapter building, and grounds look
wonderful. I would like to thank board members Butch Kramer and Harold Whitacre
for planning and running the event. We also had a great turnout from chapter
members and SASP youth shooting families who all worked hard on the various
projects.
The latest update on the Mitchell legal action is that we released information on
October 16th, 2017. This information included a full copy of our general ledger,
operating account bank statements including copies of checks issued by the chapter,
(NOT received by the chapter) and only the member information required by Virginia
law, based on the recommendation of our attorney. The information release and
content was approved by the Board of Directors. We also now have a second request
for member information from Board Member Paul Strawderman. His request is also
located on our website.

Secretary’s Report  
We have changed the member area of the website and there is no longer a sign-in
required to access that information. You may now access the member area anytime
without having to login. The New Member Area of the website is working well, and
we get many prospective members completing the web form each month. Just a
reminder to check out the Donations and Advertise pages of the Web located under
the News, Events & More Tab of the web page. I would like to encourage any
member with a business to take out an ad to help sponsor our Newsletter and let
members know more about your business. There is a new page under the Contact tab
on the web page for comments & suggestions for the Web Page. I you have questions,
comments or suggestions on how to make our website better, please use the form.
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Membership Meeting  
Join us on Thursday, November 16, 2017 for the Monthly Member-
ship Meeting. We will have dinner at 6:15. Please go to our web site
and register for dinner reservations https://www.winchester-
iwla.com/dinner-reservations or call 540-662-2976 and leave a mes-
sage for number of dinners desired. The Business Meeting will start
at approximately 7:00 PM. 
If you know of an interesting speaker for a future meeting, please let
our Secretary, Mike Mercer know – send the proposed speaker’s
name/contact info/background and qualifications/subject matter to
secretary@winchester-iwla.org.

New Member Meet & Greet  
The new member meet & greet schedule is changing to accommodate
the work schedule of our new Membership Director, Dan Arico. This
month there will be a meet & greet on the following four days in No-
vember. The 12th and 19th of the Month from 2:00 - 4:00 pm at the
Chapter House. The entrance gate will be open during these times to
allow prospective members in to visit with Dan. 

October 14th Workday  
On the 14th of October, over 30 members of the IWLA-Winchester,
along with some friends and family, and SASP members and fami-
lies, showed up to help clean up the lake area, and grounds and build-
ings. We started off the morning with Dunkin Doughnuts and coffee
and got organized. One of the first things accomplished was that we
got rid of all the mulch that had been laying in a stack behind the
Chapter House for over a year--the mulch covered the entire area
around the Chapter House and the back deck; we now need more
mulch to cover the area around the fire pit, and that will be a work
in progress.
Other major accomplishments on this work day include putting up a
fence around the garbage cans west of the Chapter House; putting
up three 6x6 posts on the church property across the highway in order
to be ready for the new Winchester Izaak Walton Sign; the dam main-
tenance; weed clipping around the lake; the Black Willow bushes
being removed from around the lake--there may be one or two more
for ripping out in the near future; Junk and garbage was removed
from the small shed (white building) west of the Chapter House; tree
trimming and branches removed from hangings over the road;
garbage removed from the camp grounds; three dead trees cut down,
chopped up and wood stacked at the large picnic area. Last, but not
least, a group of fellows began cleaning up the creek on the back side
of the property.
Whoever it was that spent the better part of the day weed whacking
did a magnificent job and our hats are off to you!
After the work day, work was also completed on the TRIP HAZARD
in the Chapter House; in addition, someone has begun power wash-
ing the wood railing on the deck, and what is done of that looks really
good--keep up the good work.
Special thanks to Harold Whitacre for his work in organizing the dam
maintenance; clipping of weeds around the lake; pulling out Black

Willow bushes; digging the holes for fence posts around the garbage
cans; and finally, for organizing the placement of poles for the new
sign on the church property.
We would like to thank Ross Hewitt of Ridge Runner Container
Service for providing to us two containers for our workday at no
charge to the WIWL. These containers enabled us to quickly and eas-
ily remove years of accumulated debris, old building materials, and
clipped vegetation and weeds from around the lake and facilities.
Their generosity contributed immensely to the success of the work-
day. Thanks!

Committees  
We need volunteers to fill the following committees:
Lake & Conservation Committee 
Building & Grounds Committee 
Events Committee
Range Management Committee 
Membership Committee   
Finance Committee
Communications Committee  
Governance Committee   
Education & Training Committee
We need volunteers to join these committees and we need
Chairpersons to lead these individual committees and work with the
designated Board Liaison person to improve the Chapter and its
operations. Please visit our Web Site at https://www.winchester-
iwla.com/committees to sign up for a committee. 

Education & Training  
We are currently working on scheduling a First Aid/CPR Training
Class. Please check our Web Page and Face Book Page for Time and
Date.  

Treasurer’s Report  
BB&T book bank balance totaled $66,206.32 as of 9/30/2017. Net
income (excluding depreciation) for the first nine months of the year
was $19,998.85 on membership receipts of $62,283.92.
Legal expenses this year so far have been: $1,490.00 for guidance
on development of the Amendment #1 to our Bylaws, with emphasis
on clarifying justification for disciplinary action. $5,008.78 has been
billed to date for responding to Paul Strawderman and defending the
Chapter against Jent Mitchell’s demands for confidential member e-
mail addresses and phone numbers. This is likely to grow as Mr.
Mitchell and Mr. Strawderman continue to pursue their demands for
information. We have provided Mr. Mitchell with the membership
name and mailing address information we were legally obliged to
provide, plus a reconciliation of the member/membership count,
copies of the BB&T operating account bank statements with all
checks paid, and a printout of the transaction journal covering the
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period from 1/1/2015 when we initiated the QuickBooks accounting
system. I have no problem providing that accounting information –
every member has a right to it on request, so providing accounting
information from QuickBooks was never contested. We do, however,
have an obligation to protect our membership’s personal information
to the extent the law will allow, and have done so, which is what
caused the legal costs to clarify what we were legally obliged to pro-
vide to him and block the parts of Jent Mitchell’s information re-
quests that exceeded what he has a legal right to receive.
The Membership Renewals have been run and will be mailed out in
early November. Please respond quickly so that I can get your mem-
bership extended with National and your National ID card issued and
back to you before the end of this year. Total 2018 dues from current
members, assuming everyone renews, would be $52,556. This is net
of $480 discounts for Volunteer time, $4,260 for Senior Discounts
and $40 for Disability discounts and does not include 2018 dues from
new members, which will hopefully offset non-renewals by current
members. Please note that I could only factor in the Senior Discount
for members whose birthdate is in our membership database – so if
you were born before 1/1/1953 and do not see the discount shown
on your membership renewal, deduct the $20 from your renewal and
provide your birth date (DOB) to justify the discount. I started
recording all financial entries and building up our membership and
gate system database effective January 1, 2015 (with the help of Mike
Harper). By the end of this year, that will be three full years of fi-
nancial record keeping involving close to 20,000 entries. In addition
to membership dues, I have contributed $2,635.10 in purchases made
for the Chapter at my own expense, not including mileage in the in-
numerable trips to the Chapter, to the post office and to stores for
Chapter purchases. That is probably enough. In addition, my wife is
suffering from Myasthenia Gravis which has left her on 23/7 breath-
ing support, and she has been developing Lewy Body Dementia,
which has left her essentially unable to do anything beyond the very
basics. I have been able to fulfill the Treasury role since I could do
that from home, but caring for her is increasingly requiring my full
attention. So I have advised the Board that I will be retiring as Treas-
urer, effective the end of this year. I will ensure that membership re-
newals received prior to yearend are processed and that the IRS
990EZ is properly prepared for 2017, and will be happy to advise
my successor on how our accounting and membership system works.
Chris Barltrop, Treasurer.

Scholarship  
In September, the Board approved formation of the Scholarship
Committee for 2017/2018 with awards of up to six $1000 scholar-
ships for qualified students who wish to further their education in the
fields of science, technology, engineering, or mathematics with an
emphasis on conservation, the environment, or wildlife management.
In October the Committee completed their update of the WIWL
Scholarship Policies and Procedures document and the Scholarship
Application that will be used by students who wish to apply for the
Club’s Conservation Scholarships that will be awarded in spring
2018. Both documents have been posted on the www.Winchester-
IWLA.org website under “Committees” and also under “Forms”. We
urge you to go on-line and become familiar with the program and in-

form any prospective candidates about this great opportunity to help
themselves financially while also furthering their education in areas
that are supportive of our Club’s pledge to protect the environment.

Family Picnic Update 
The Annual family picnic and Veterans day event will be held on No-
vember 11, 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM. The event will begin with a flag
retirement ceremony conducted by the Boy Scouts. We will have
many activities including Mineral Sluicing and many more games
for the kids. We will also be doing a trout stocking for the lake. We
will also have bingo. We ask members to bring a dish to share and
the chapter will be providing hot dogs and fried chicken. If you
would like to assist, please contact Harold Whitacre. 

SASP Team News
A big Thanks to the excellent turnout on the Chapter work day by SASP
Team Members and Adults, they made up about 30% of the total work
party.
Two Squads will compete in a virtual match at 340 Defense on Sunday,
Nov 5th. We will have new and old members on the squads including a
potential 4 girl squad—Not many of those squads around. We continue
to grow and have a waiting list of another 8 shooters. 
Even more exciting is the shooting times—many of our first-year shooters
are doing almost as well as Teams with 2 years under their belt. 
2018 should be a great year for The WIWL Blue Ridge Bullets. They are
planning a fund raiser for early next year to cover travel expense, lodging
and food at the National Championships in July 2018—The Team also
is setting up a Matching Grant Trust Fund sponsored by Midway U.S.A.
on behalf of SASP.

RSO Program
The Board has been reviewing the parameters for the implementation
of the RSO Program at the R-P range and other ranges. After initial
Board approval, it will go to the Range Committee chair for his
committee’s suggestions. Anyone who holds an NRA current
certification as an RSO or CRSO is eligible to participate in the
program. Credentials must be reviewed by the E & T Committee
Board Liaison prior to getting on the Approved RSO list. If you are
interested in becoming an RSO, the E & T training Group is planning
to hold another class in January 2018. 
You can get your latest certification and expiration dates by going to
your online account at:
https://www.nrainstructors.org/InstructorAdmin/insLogin.aspx
For further info about the WIWL RSO Program or to provide your
certification packet, contact either Dan Arico, danarico@winchester-
iwla.org or Al Stitt, training@winchester-iwla.org.

Education and Training 
The Education and Training Committee will be meeting in
December (sign up for Committee, too, if interested) to draw up a
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list of qualified instructors and develop course offerings for the first quarter of 2018. If you are a certified instructor or have teaching
experience in either industry or the education system, please submit a package of your certification, a brief CV or resume and the courses
you might want the Committee to consider as future offerings. All packets must be received no later than Nov 30, 2017. Contact Al Stitt,
training@winchester-iwla.org. 

BSA Turkey Shoot   
One of the Boy Scout Troops has contacted us about their plans to hold a fund raising Turkey Shoot on Nov 18th at the Berryville Moose
Lodge. Although we are not a sponsor of this event, several of our chapter members are leaders with the troop It would be a nice gesture for
other WIWL Members to attend and promote this shoot among their shooting friends. Maybe we can do one next year--Contact: Bette March-
ese, x2boyznmom@gmail.com.

SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS
– THEY SUPPORT US.


