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Member Jim Sherry reminded me of the Perseids happening in

August. With the construction of the five-stand, a popular and good

night-sky viewing area is no longer available. However, around the

chapter house should provide ample space for people to park and

take in the Perseids this year.

From https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/meteor-

shower/perseid.html:

See Astronomy on page 6…

FIVE STAND OPENING

& RSO TRAINING

Saturday, July 25th, was a busy day at the

Chapter. The Five Stand opened for members only

and Dave Prater conducted training for a new group

of Range Safety Officers. Currently, members and

guests can enjoy the Rifle/Pistol range without the

need of an RSO, but with today’s political climate,

that may change soon.

Twenty-four shooters enjoyed the respite from the

heat and broke in our new Five Stand. More took at

look at the set-up and said they’d return in the

future to use it. Rick Hill, Shotgun Range Manager,

was on-hand to oversee the event and ensure

everyone’s safety. Many clay birds were harmed in

the process.

Four Chapter members successfully completed

Range Safety Officer training. Additional training is

required if any of them want to run the Five Stand,

which does require the presence of an RSO to be

open.

More on pages 6 and 7…

Editor’s Corner
Your newsletter is changing. Since I took this responsibility, the newsletter changed from a print-then-mail version

to on-line only, freeing up space and format as it is no longer constrained to a single page. With each newsletter, I’m

trying slightly different arrangements and formats to see what works best and is the most readable. I would like your

opinions, comments, suggestions, observations - whatever they may be, share them. This is your Chapter. I can’t

guarantee it’ll see print, but it will be off your chest, and that’s something. Email me at editor@winchester-iwla.org.

You can be anonymous.

-- Editor

The Perseids are one of the brighter meteor showers of

the year. They occur every year between July 17 and

August 24 and tend to peak around August 9-13. Made of

tiny space debris from the comet Swift-Tuttle, the Perseids

are named after the constellation Perseus. This is because

the direction, or radiant, from which the shower seems to

come in the sky lies in the same direction as Perseus. The

Perseids are widely sought after by astronomers and

stargazers because most years at its peak, one can see 60 to

100 meteors in an hour from a dark place.

-- Editor

August 11, 12, & 13

Last month, I showed the Rifle/Pistol Range hours for

the winter season as going to 5:30 p.m. The correct end

time is 5:00 p.m. The corrected table is on Page 3.

-- Editor
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Your Chapter Board met on July 2nd. Board members in attendance: Dan Arico, Grant Javersak, Paul Sattler, Patty

Nunn, Richard Gorman, and Harold Whitacre. Patty Nunn and John Suter attended via google. Board member

absent: Tino Peabody. Also in attendance were Dave and Mark Prater.

The agenda was accepted, and June’s Secretary Report was approved.

President’s Report

Paul Sattler proposed moving to a platform called Wild Apricot in order to manage our memberships. It will

handle new applications, recurring applications, event signup, newsletters, and even our website. Another great

aspect is there are log-in levels so we can have a public site as well as member only login options for more chapter

related content. Each committee head can log in and manage their own content as well if we chose to utilize it that

way. The cost of this platform is $160 per month plus the credit card fees for funds collected. (2.9% + .30 per

transaction). He feels that just one new member a month will cover this easily and if our process was better, we

would easily obtain that. If the solution is viable, we will also save some funds on the website and email marketing.

Plus, getting paid would be a much simpler process. The current process is too slow and cumbersome and that leads

to people not following through with their applications. There is a thirty-day trial and the Board recommended we

start the trial.

Treasurer’s Report

Paul Sattler brought up the need to get the office organized so we can keep better records. His intention is to get

some bins and file information by year and type so that it is not scattered all around. He would be able to utilize the

file cabinets, giving each committee head required space in the cabinets if they need it.

Also mentioned (via email) was that on June 16, we received a donation of $750.00 from the Muley Fanatic

Foundation, Blue Ridge Virginia Chapter, in support of "Youth Sporting Activities and Conservation Awareness /

Education Programs". This donation was sent by member Dave Kavanah.

The new Treasurer has been unable to find the 2020 Range Budget. Dave Prater will get with him after

discussions with the Range Committee and other involved persons and re-submit a revised budget for 2020.

Membership Report

Richard Gorman reported fifteen new membership applications on a resolution for approval. A New Member

Orientation was held July 9th, virtually, for almost 30 new members. Total membership stands at 843.

The August New Member Orientation and Range Qualification is scheduled for August 9th.

Facilities

Dave and Mark Prater met with a member contractor regarding the needed plumbing renovations required. The

conclusion was the same as what was recommended by Steven Rhodes in January—Start with the septic system and

work backwards—Dave P. said he was advised by the County that few if any drawings and approvals are available

from before 1980 in County files. That includes WIWL septic drawing and, likely, the original building plans and

layout. To proceed, we will need to locate the septic field and distribution box first. Harold suggested that the field

runs both directions parallel to the back door as he recalled which may be part of the problem. There is also a

possibility that the solar system was built over some of the lines. A budget needs to be set for the preliminary

survey. Additional funding can be determined after determining the scope of the problem.

Dave recommended we find a septic field service that does design work as well and talk to them. Anyone who has

knowledge of such a company in the area should contact him with the company’s contact info at Range@winchester-

iwla.com.

-- Dan Arico, Chapter President

BOARD REPORT



Page 3                                                                                                                       August 2020

RANGE NEWS

Range Committee
August is National Shooting Sports Month. The Range Committee is considering various possible activities in support of

the NSSF and shooting sports in general. The activities discussed include an NRA 4 Hour Home Firearm Safety Class open

to the public and members, a military style rifle iron sights only 100 yard shoot (10 shoots standing), a simple one action

array shooting for members hosted by the SASP Team (SASP RSOs, adults, team members and WIWL RSOs volunteers to

assist).

Ammo/Team Firearms would be available and .22 LR caliber only could be shot. Participants can use their firearms if

they meet SASP standards, essentially, basic .22 LR semi-auto w/10 round mags max.--factory style firearms without

enhancements. All events will have some cost and a minimum fee will be required of any participant to support the Range

Committee and SASP. TWAW qualified persons have also volunteered to assist with any events we stage.

We have established a new fee schedule for the shotgun range and Dave Prater is negotiating with a local factory ammo

jobber to obtain wholesale priced shotgun shells for resale at the range. He currently provides ammo to the Winchester Gun

Club. A person could then buy both a box of factory ammo with their bird fee when using the shotgun range. A small

added amount over cost would be added to the fee to provide revenue for range maintenance and future events. We

previously purchased wholesale ammo from a jobber in PA about 10-12 years ago and offered it to members and guests at

the Range for a cost.

The Range Committee addressed the need to standardize internal training of WIWL RSOs beyond just holding a

credential. We are planning to invite all credentialed member RSOs to an internal WIWL training session, obtaining

volunteers, and setting up a schedule for Range supervision at R-P and Archery Ranges on the flying squad concept except

for the shotgun range. The Shotgun Range RSOs will be handled separately and require additional training at the Range on

Traps and new procedures /rules before being allowed to act as a Shotgun RSO—More details will be available at the next

BOD meeting.

Range Hours
The new Range hours previously approved by the BOD have now been posted at the R-P Range. Professional signage that

was ordered before the virus outbreak was never received. Mark Prater and Richard Gorman posted the signage that was

submitted in February to the Range Committee and reviewed and approved by the BOD.

There have been a couple of incidents of persons shooting before and after the new hours and their excuse was there was

no indication the times were in effect at the Range itself. The Range Committee Chair agreed to let them off with a verbal

warning and not write them up on disciplinary charges although the hours have been posted earlier on the Chapter web site

and in the Newsletter. With the temporary signs posted, no further warnings will be granted, and violators will now be cited.

The Range Committee was in full agreement and has asked Mark Prater to contact Chris Barltrop to determine the status of

the previously ordered signage before re-ordering.

Last month’s newsletter had incorrectly listed the hours. The correct R-P Range hours are listed below, with changes in

bold:

Range Rules Reminder

Eye and Ear protection is required for anyone at the range, including spectators. Any member found in violation by a

Flying Squad RSO will be asked to leave the range and an incident report will be submitted to the Board for disciplinary

action. All members using the ranges are required to have the current 2020-2021 Range Qualification sticker on their

membership card showing that the member successfully completed the RQ Mandatory Gun Handling and Safety Exercise.

Range qualifications issued prior to April 2019 are not valid for WIWL range use in 2020-2021.

Ensure you sign in at the range and that your membership card with the current RQ sticker is clearly visible.

-- Dave Prater, Range Master 

Regular Hours
March through October

Monday – Saturday
Sunday

8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Winter Hours
November through February

Monday – Saturday
Sunday

8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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EDUCATION & TRAINING

Range Safety Officer Training
The RSO class was held on Saturday, July 25th, and all four candidates successfully completed the written and practical

tests. As additional RSO classes are announced, sign up. As an RSO you can help your Chapter by volunteering at the

various shooting events hosted at Izaak Walton.

No member or guest is allowed to shoot on the Shotgun Range or Pattern Range unless a WIWL authorized RSO is

present. A new program for training shotgun range RSOs and ROs is being developed. Renovation of the Patterning Range

is also in the works. If interested in becoming a WIWL authorized Shotgun RO or RSO, please contact Rick Hill, Shotgun

Range Manager – rhill1105@aol.com.

Proposed Training
The Training Committee is revising the schedule through the remainder of the year. The Covid-19 situation is still a bit

unsettled and a number of persons dropped out of the July 25th Nra Basic RSO class--August is also vacation month , so the

decision was made to postpone classes. Thus, E&T classes will resume in September instead of August as initially planned.

A new class mix is anticipated on the revised schedule which will cover the remainder of the year. We also will be revising

the cost structure, especially for the RSO course. The following NRA classes are being considered for inclusion to the

schedule:

Some advanced pistol classes focused on Personal Protection and Defensive shooting are in the works.  They will require 

live draw and fire exercises using holsters.  Dave Prater, Dwight Condon and Al Stitt will be the main instructors but 

depending on the class size, additional qualified NRA instructors in these disciplines will be needed.  We are in the process

of identifying individual members who would meet the qualifications required as well as holding the necessary Certified 

NRA Instructor credentials.

If you are interested in one or more of the courses listed above, send an email to range@winchester-iwla.org. 

Range Qualification
We again want to clarify that RQ stickers issued prior to April 2019 do not allow you to use the range. Our new WIWL

Range handling exercise is mandatory for all members to use the R-P Ranges. There are no exceptions to this rule. The

current RQ exercise, which we began in April 2019, is mandated by the Board of Directors to use WIWL ranges in 2020 and

2021. Once you complete the exercise, it is valid until Dec. 31 2021, regardless of when you completed it.

If you want to only shoot shotgun we will begin a RQ exercise after the Shotgun Range is re-opened. However, if you

choose the Shotgun only RQ, you may not use any other WIWL range at any time.

All Shotgun range users including those with a Current 2020-2021 RQ sticker may be subject to additional safety briefs

and familiarization once the shotgun range is reopened.

The Range Committee is working to set additional dates for current members who have failed to meet this requirement.

Once the dates are formalized, members will be able to enroll via the website https://www.winchester-iwla.org/range-info.

New members will continue to obtain their RQ sticker at the successful completion of New Member Orientation.

Final Thoughts
No one may shoot at any of the ranges without a current range qualification sticker on their ID badge. Members are

reminded that incident reports will be submitted for Board disciplinary action for each violation. Range Qualification classes

are frequently offered. Visit https://www.winchester-iwla.org/range-info to sign up for the next course.

For additional information, contact the Range Master – range@winchester-iwla.org

-- Dave Prater, Range Master 

•Home Firearm Safety (4 hrs)

•Basics of Pistol Shooting (9 hrs)

•Defensive Pistol (9 hrs)

•Requires NRA Basic Pistol & live fire qual 

•First Steps Shotgun (5 hrs)

•First Steps Shotgun (5 hrs)

•Basics of Shotgun Shooting (9 hrs)

•Range Safety Officer (9 hrs)

•First Steps Rifle (5 hrs)

•Basic Range Safety
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LAKE & CONSERVATION

Summer Stocking & Fishing Report
A partial summer stocking was completed in early July. Both channel catfish and yellow perch were added to the lake to

boost those populations. The heat of the summer has again increased the weeds and the committee continues to review

different options for slowing the growth and spread. In the meantime, the lake continues to produce quality sized panfish,

bass and catfish. Members that are fishing the edges of the weed beds are having success with nightcrawlers.

Bait Sales
The chapter has a bait cooler stocked with nightcrawlers, waxworms and now we have added red worms. The prices are

$5 a package and all sales benefit the chapter. It’s a little bit more than Wal*Mart and a lot less than the exorbitant prices at

the gas station just down the road. All in all, a great deal.

Thanks for your support and we hope members enjoy the convenience of having bait on site.

Eagle Scout Projects
Congratulations are in order to BSA Troop 159 Life Scout Tyler Campbell on the completion of his Eagle Scout outpost

project at the chapter. We wish him the best of luck at his Eagle Scout Boards. The chapter has another 6 Eagle Scout

projects in progress. We are honored that these scouts have chosen our non-profit organization to give back to the

community.

Izaak Walton Endowment Grant
The Chapter applied for a grant to assist with hosting the BSA Shenandoah Area Council Shawnee District Spring 2021

Camporee in May of 2021. This camping event is expected to have 300-500 scouts and leaders for the weekend at the

Chapter and would have been difficult to manage without assistance. The majority of the grant will be used to improve

chapter facilities including lake management, campground expansions and equipment needed for the event service

projects.We can only guess as to what COVID-19 regulations will be at that point and we are purposely designing activities

to avoid large groups. We plan on using the entire chapter property for events including patrol competitions, orienteering,

forest fire arson crime scene investigation and a night time catfishing tournament. The Chapter last hosted a Camporee event

4 years ago with over 200 scouts and we received many positive reviews. COVID has isolated many kids at home and we

are dedicated to do everything we can to get kids into the outdoors!!! We are hoping to hear news on the awarding of the

national grants by the Izaak Walton Endowment Board by August of this year.

-- Lake and Conservation Committee
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THE WELL-ARMED WOMAN

SHENANDOAH VALLEY CHAPTER
WHERE THE FEMININE AND FIREARMS MEET

Attention Women Shooters - The Well Armed Woman (TWAW) Shenandoah Valley Chapter invites you to come

discover the exciting vision of Carrie Lightfoot, creator of The Well Armed Woman, of expanding the world of firearms to

women all over the country in a safe non-threatening way with the purpose of educating, equipping and empowering women

shooters. The membership fee is $50.00 annually and when you decide to join, it can conveniently be done online thru

https://twawshootingchapters.org. Local and national discounts are numerous for our members. You are welcome to attend

one meeting as an observer. Once you become a member, you will be joining the sisterhood of over 10,989 members in 345

chapters in 47 states. It is the fastest growing shooting group for women in the country!

We hold a two-hour meeting every 2nd Tuesday of each month at our host range, Winchester Izaak Walton League

(WIWL). Please join us for an hour of education and an hour on the simulated range. For those ready for live fire, we meet

on the range the 4th Tuesdays of each month. The Shenandoah Valley Chapter focuses on the needs and desires of its

members. Our meetings are educational, fun and a wonderful fellowship with other women shooters!

-- Vicki Rhodes, TWAW Chapter Leader

NEED-TO-KNOW, NEED-TO-GO SPOT

Make it a habit! Check the Chapter on-line calendar early and often at https://www.winchester-iwla.org/calendar.  Know 

when the activities you want are happening, and when the areas you want to use may be reserved for others. 

ASTRONOMY

An amateur astronomy group is starting at the Chapter. This may be a little last minute, but Saturday, August 1st, the group

will be meeting at the Chapter House at 4:00 p.m. Anyone interested can show up at 4 p.m. on Saturday, or email any

Chapter officer, Rick Hill (rhill1105@aol.com), Brian Callahan (brian_callahan@winchester-iwla.org), or Dave Prater

(range@winchester-iwla.org).

-- Editor

RANGE SAFETY OFFICER TRAINING

The Winchester chapter of the Izaak Walton League has four newly-minted Range Safety Officers. Currently, our

Rifle/Pistol Range can be used by members and guests without the presence of an RSO. With the current political climate

we as a Chapter need to be aware of what future requirements may be levied by state or local government entities, or what

our insurance underwriters may demand for us to keep the range open. Being ahead of the demand curve demonstrates our

commitment to not only maintaining a safe shooting environment for all users, but also keeping and promoting the Second

Amendment.

Dave Prater, our Range Master, along with several other NRA-training instructors, led the training which included hands-

on demonstrations by the participants of emergency procedures, safe gun handling, and range operations.

-- Editor



CONGRATULATIONS!

The Winchester Chapter of the Izaak Walton League was recognized for 100% membership retention on July 1st, 2020.

People join our Chapter for the opportunities to shoot, fish, hike, and camp, afforded by the amenities made possible by the

hard work and dedication of the volunteers at our Chapter. They stay because they recognize the value of their dollar, that

the membership of this Chapter are excellent stewards of the resources entrusted them by God. Thank you to all who give of

yourselves so future generations can enjoy our land.

-- Editor
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NEED-TO-KNOW, NEED-TO-GO SPOT

Make it a habit! Check the Chapter on-line calendar early and often at https://www.winchester-iwla.org/calendar.  Know 

when the activities you want are happening, and when the areas you want to use may be reserved for others. 



FIVE STAND SHOTGUN PAVILION
Twenty-four members broke the pavilion in by shooting many clay birds. Others

showed up, took a look around, and said they’d be back, evidently giving their tacit

approval to the set-up.

As always, please check with Rick Hill, Shotgun Shooting Manager, at (202) 255-

1512, or email him at rhill1105@aol.com, for availability.

Your Chapter grossed $124 from Saturday’s shoot. Members are reminded that 25 clay

birds run $4.00 for members, $6.00 for non-members.

-- Rick Hill, Shotgun Range Manager
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OFFICERS

Dan Arico, Chapter President

(703) 229-3130

dan_arico@winchester-iwla.org

Grand Javersak, Vice-President

(540) 533-0460

vp@winchester-iwla.org

Paul Sattler, Treasurer

(202) 368-1086

treasurer@winchester-iwla.org

Patty Nunn, Secretary

(202) 246-1115

secretary@winchester-iwla.org

DIRECTORS

Richard Gorman, Membership

(540) 364-1782

membership@winchester-iwla.org

John Suter

(540) 364-1782

john_suter@winchester-iwla.org

Harold Whitacre, Special Events

(540) 533-8996

harold_whitacre@winchester-iwla.org

Tino Peabody

(703) 862-8686

tino_peabody@winchester-iwla.org

NEWSLETTER

David Colf, Editor

(703) 401-7100

editor@winchester-iwla.org

COMMITTEES

Range

Dave Prater

range@winchester-iwla.org

Lake & Conservation

Brian Callahan

brian_callahan@winchester-iwla.org

Training & Education

Al Stitt

(540) 336-2468

training@winchester-iwla.org

CHAPTER CONTACTS


