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Winchester Chapter of the Izaak Walton League 
2863 Millwood Pike 

Winchester, VA. 22602  

BOARD RESOLUTION 

Subject: Jent Mitchell Demand 

Dated: 8/30/2017 # Aye:   10 # Nay:   0 Approved (Y/N):  YM  

Resolution: Whereas:  Chapter member Jent Mitchell has demanded, under Virginia law, 
certain information that may cause privacy concerns.  At the conclusion of our 
August 1, 2017 Board of Directors meeting, Mr. Mitchell handed Brian Callahan 
a letter demanding that the Chapter allow him to copy our membership roster, 
including names, addresses, telephone numbers, and email addresses.  He later 
sent a letter stating his reasons for demanding the membership information, 
and reiterated those reasons in a second letter dated August 16, 2017.  He also 
requested accounting information. His demand is shown verbatim in the 
Discussion section below. 

Whereas:  We made a good faith attempt to provide Mr. Mitchell with 
information that would satisfy his concern about the membership count; the 
material did not include members’ addresses, nor any other contact 
information.  He refused the offered document because it did not include all the 
information he had requested.  After refusing the offered document Mr. 
Mitchell said, “I’ll see you in court.”  Given Mr. Mitchell’s past history with the 
Chapter we are taking his comment very seriously. 

Whereas:  We have consulted with the IWLA State and National authorities as 
well as the Chapter legal counsel, to answer two questions: 

1. Are we legally obliged to comply with Mr. Mitchell’s request, and if so, 
2. What member information are we legally obliged to provide. 

This required substantial discussions with our legal counsel, resulting in the 
legal opinion shown on our web site at:  
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/02b951_efc6a0cae20a4039998684c48731edc2.
pdf  

Whereas:  We believe that Mr. Mitchell’s assertions on membership count and 
notification to members of Chapter information are without merit, that we have 
a responsibility to our membership to protect their privacy, and have sought to 
avoid complying with his demands if at all legally possible.  Unfortunately, Mr. 
Mitchell has left us no option other than to comply with his demands to the 
extent the law requires.  Incurring the legal cost of defending against a new law 
suit would just add to the over $100,000 in costs his last law suit caused. 

We should point out the following: 
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1. Our communications to members includes posting all significant 
documents on our web site, including corporate documents, board 
resolutions, minutes of meetings, the monthly newsletter that is also 
mailed to every member, and events that are also shown on our 
Facebook page.  Monthly Membership Meetings provide members an 
opportunity to raise questions, and our Board meetings are open to the 
Membership.  This does not mean there will not be the occasional glitch 
– we are unpaid volunteers, and do the best we can.  We do not see how 
Mr. Mitchell could improve on this process using the mailing list 
provided, so do not understand how the information he demands would 
benefits either him or the Membership. 

2. The copies of the bank statements have been provided back to January 
1, 2016, which is the starting point for our QuickBooks accounting 
records and is what we have on file electronically.  The YHB report on 
the web site covered prior periods, and we would not object to Mr. 
Mitchell requesting prior statements from the banks involved, at his 
expense.  Our policy is full disclosure of our financial records, as you 
have seen from the financial statements routinely posted in the Chapter 
House and on our web site, so we have no objection to this part of his 
demand. 

3. We do not understand how Mr. Mitchell believes that his actions are in 
either his interests, the Membership’s interests, or the Chapter’s 
interests. 

Now Therefore:  The release to Mr. Mitchell of the following documents 
totaling some 576 pages is approved: 

1. Membership record count as of 12/31/2016 showing the analysis and 
the supporting source material exported from QuickBooks on 1/28/2016 
and membership payments between 1/1/2017 and 1/28/2017 to back 
those out of the year end count.  Customer (membership) count is not a 
normal requirement of an accounting system, so a backdated count 
directly from QB was not available. 

2. Membership as of 8/7/2017 showing the member and membership 
counts as of that date. 

3. The membership mailing list showing names and addresses of all of our 
memberships as of 8/23/2017. 

4. BB&T bank statements from 12/31/2015 to 7/31/2017, including copies 
front and back of all checks paid.  Maintaining electronic copies of bank 
statements was started when I assumed responsibility for the 
accounting process in June, 2016, back-dated at the time to the 
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beginning of 2016 to ensure I had accurate data for the 2016 IRS 990EZ 
filing. 

5. The QuickBooks transaction journal showing all 16,782 entries (as of the 
date the report was run) that have been made since QuickBooks was set 
up to manage the Chapter’s accounts. 

Vote 
Member M/S Aye Nay Abstain Absent E-Mail Phone 

Dan Arico M X      

Chris Barltrop  X      

Brian Callahan  X      

Duane Kramer  X      

Wade Manuel  X      

Mike Mercer     X   

David Prater  X      

Jim Sherry S X      

Al Stitt  X      

Paul Strawderman    X    

Jack Weeks  X      

Harold Whitacre  X      

Material Discussion 

Date: August 16 of 2017     

To: Winchester Isaak Walton Club Board of Directors 
  and  
 President Brian Callahan 

From: Jent P Mitchell III 
 132 Trunk Drive 
 Stephens City, VA 22655 

Subject:   Copy of the records of the WIWC 

Reference: Code of Virginia 13.1-933 & 13.1-934 & 13.1-935 & 13.1-935.1 

President Brian Callahan, 

This letter is my second amended formal request to copy the records of the Winchester Isaak Walton Club. I am 
requesting the WIWC to select a date and time for me to copy the current membership roster of the WIWC as of 
August 16 of 2017. The selected date and time must be within the rules stated in The Code of Virginia, 13.1-933. I 
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will also be copying the accounting records of the WIWC to include all checks and financial drafts issued by the 
WIWC between January 1 of 2012 until August 16 of 2017. 

Whereas at the meeting between the WIWC President Brian Callahan and Jent P Mitchell III on Tuesday, August 
15th of 2017 at 6:30 p.m. President Callahan refused to comply with the request of Jent P Mitchell III under The 
Code of Virginia, 13.1-934 therefore I, Jent P Mitchell III, will now make my request under The Code of Virginia, 
13.1-933.    

At the WIWC Board of Directors meeting on Tuesday, August 1 of 2017 when I submitted my original request for a 
copy of the roster of the membership of the WIWC you demanded that I describe with reasonable particularity my 
proper purpose for requesting a true copy of the WIWC membership roster. There are four reasons that I am 
requesting a true and current and complete roster of the members of the Winchester Isaak Walton Club. 

#1 We, the members of the WIWC and Board Members, were told all throughout the calendar year 2016 that the 
number of our WIWC members was in excess of 700 members, well in excess of 700 members. We, the members 
of the WIWC, were told that our membership was in excess of 700 members in January, February, March, April and 
May of 2017. Then on Thursday, July 20th of 2017 at our WIWC member’s meeting the Treasurer, Chris Barltrop, 
told all of the assembled members of the WIWC that we only had about 650 members of the WIWC. Last 
night, Tuesday night, August 1st of 2017, Chris Barltrop reported to the WIWC BOD that we only had about 655 
members. Our Finance Committee Chairman, Gil Markbein, had been reporting to the WIWC BOD in 2016 that his 
financial planning for the club was based on an estimated membership of about 720 people. I want to know what 
happened to the 60 or 70 members that just disappeared in July of 2017. I intend to research this large discrepancy 
in our membership numbers. I was a member of the Board of Directors of the WIWC in the last half of 2016 and the 
first half of 2017. I want to know if I was being lied to about our WIWC membership numbers in 2016 and 2017. I 
intend to count the number of names on our current WIWC membership roster for myself. 

#2 The Secretary of the WIWC, Michael Mercer, has failed to keep the members of the WIWC informed of the 
business of the WIWC. He has failed to post the minutes of the meetings of the WIWC in a timely manner. I intend 
to keep the WIWC members that wish to be informed about the business of the WIWC informed. I intend to offer 
our members an opportunity to stay informed about the current events at our WIWC. As an example, at the August 
of 2017 WIWC BOD meeting the Secretary discovered that he had double booked the rental of our WIWC club 
house. The Secretary is completely incapable of managing the calendar of events for our WIWC. He is completely 
incapable of or unwilling to communicate with our WIWC members. 

#3 I desire to send Christmas Cards to my fellow members of the WIWC. This roster will provide me with the 
USPS addresses of my fellow WIWC members so that I can mail them a Christmas Card. 

#4 The Code of Virginia entitles me as a member of the WIWC to inspect and copy the record of the members of 
the WIWC. I intend to exercise this entitlement to prove the Code of Virginia is enforceable. At the August 1st of 
2017 WIWC BOD meeting Chris Barltrop declared that he would never give me a copy of the roster of the 
membership of the WIWC. By exercising my entitlement we will see who has the greater authority, Chris Barltrop 
or The Commonwealth of Virginia. 

The Code of Virginia allows the corporation, the WIWC, to require that I “describe with reasonable particularity his 
purpose and the records he desires to inspect; and the records are directly connected with his purpose”. The Code of 
Virginia does not allow the WIWC to sit in judgement of the purpose of my request. The Code of Virginia only 
requires me to describe my purpose. I have now complied with the request of the President of the WIWC, Brian 
Callahan, by describing with reasonable particularity my purpose. 

This copy of the WIWC roster of members that I intend to copy shall include each members name and United States 
Postal Service mailing address and phone number and email address in accordance with The Code of Virginia, 13.1-
932. 

 Respectfully, Jent P Mitchell III 

August 16th of 2017 

This is a follow up request 
End 


