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Winchester Chapter of the Izaak Walton League 
2863 Millwood Pike 

Winchester, VA. 22602  

BOARD RESOLUTION 

Subject: Range Re-Qualification 

Dated: 1/12/2017 # Aye:   5 # Nay:   0 Approved (Y/N):   Y 

Resolution: Whereas:  The previous Board approved a Range Qualification process to allow 
members to invite guests to the WIWL ranges; and 

The Range Qualifications issued had an expiry date of 12/31/2016, resulting in 
introduction of an extension program linked to the membership renewal 
process, as approved by the Board on 10/4/2016; and 

While some members for whom we have no record of completing the Range 
Qualification training have answered all the questions correctly, indicating a 
solid understanding of basic firearms handling on our ranges; and 

Some previously qualified members have failed to answer all the questions 
correctly, indicating some clarification may be needed; 
 
Now Therefore:  The following Range Re-Qualification policy is adopted: 

1. All members who responded correctly to all the questions, if they are 
known to have attended a Range Qualification class, shall have their 
Membership ID cards marked with “WIWL Range Qualified” and be 
permitted to invite guests to the ranges. 

2. All members who were previously recorded as Range Qualified but who 
missed one or more questions will have their Membership ID cards 
marked with “WIWL Range Qualified”, but a copy of the test with the 
correct answers marked, plus an explanation of the most common 
errors, as per the attached, will be included with their Membership ID 
cards.  They will continue to be permitted to invite quests to the 
ranges. 

3. Members who did not respond to the Re-Qualification questions will 
not have their Membership ID cards marked – this does not preclude 
them from Range Qualification at a later date and addition of the 
“WIWL Range Qualified” sticker if they so wish and demonstrate the 
knowledge required.  

4. The Range Qualification questions may be updated from time to time 
as range rules and training needs evolve. 

5. This process will be implemented immediately for all Members whose 
National ID cards have not yet been sent to them.   

6. For Members whose ID cards have been distributed, Treasury will 
provide E&T with the Membership Renewal forms of those affected 
after they have been scanned so E&T can send the answer sheet with a 
“WIWL Range Qualified” sticker to attach to their ID cards.  A sample 
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showing where to attach the sticker will be included. 

Vote  

Member M/S Aye Nay Abstain Absent E-Mail Phone 

Chris Barltrop M X      

Brian Callahan  X      

Mike Mercer S X      

Jent Mitchell  X      

David Prater    X    

Al Stitt     X   

Paul Strawderman     X   

Harold Whitacre  X      

Material Discussion 

Bill Philbin has provided the following suggested guidance in his e-mail of 11/26/2016: 

“Therefore, I recommend the following course of action.  I suggest that for all members that 
have taken the exam and passed, we issue membership and range qual cards.  Whether we 
have a record of them attending a range qual session or not, the purpose of the test is to 
ensure range users have sufficient knowledge to use the range safely.  Presumably, these 
questions have been selected to ensure they have the minimum required knowledge and the 
test would evaluate this competency.  By passing it they have proven that they have the core 
knowledge needed to understand the safety requirements of the range.  For those that missed 
questions, I suggest that we mail them the range qual cards as well, but include a copy of the 
test questions in the envelope with the correct answer circled.  Provide a brief 
description/rationale for the correct answer.  Additionally, provide them my cell number to call 
if they wish to discuss any question and the logic behind the answer.  Its 540 336-0071.   By 
having the correct answer, they have the knowledge required to operate safely.  By the 
summer, the new system should be in place, assuming board approval.” 
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  All Range Officer Commands are to be followed immediately and without question. 
Range Officer Decisions are Final. 

 
1. List the three NRA Fundamental Rules of Gun Safety:  

a. Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction 
b. Always keep your finger off the trigger until ready to shoot 
c. Always keep the gun unloaded until ready to shoot 

2. What direction is considered “safe” to have a gun pointing while on the WIWL Ranges?  
Answer: down range 

3. Y N The “safety” on a firearm is a mechanical device that can FAIL.  Keep your finger OFF 
the trigger until your sights are ON the target. 

4. Y N When shooting, you should always know your target and what is beyond.  
5. Y N Bullets do not fall harmlessly to the ground after they have struck the target. 
6. Y N Hearing and eye protection are required when shooting at the WIWL Ranges. 
7. Y N If the front sight appears higher than the rear sights when the shot is fired, the bullet will 

strike the target higher than the point-of-aim. 
8. Y N When aiming a firearm, you should focus on the Front Sight. 
9. Y N Absolutely no gun handling is allowed anywhere at the WIWL Ranges except on the 

shooting line and facing downrange. 
10. Y N Guns are cased/holstered and uncased/unholstered only on the firing line of the WIWL 

Ranges. 
11. Y N Shooters may not go forward of the firing line for any reason when the RED flag is up. 
12. Y N When the WIWL Range is "HOT" all persons must remain behind the firing line and gun 

handling on the firing line is permitted. 
13. Y N All firearms not in use on the WIWL Range firing line must be in the following 

condition: 
a. Y N Holstered. 
b. Y N Unloaded with the action open and magazine removed. 
c. Y N Unloaded and cased. 
d. Y N Any of the above. 

14. Y N Drugs that impair functioning, including alcohol and prescription drugs, as well as 
smoking, are prohibited on the WIWL Ranges. 

15. Y N Tracer, armor piercing and steel core ammunitions are prohibited on the WIWL Ranges. 
16. Y N Shotguns may be used on the Rifle/Pistol Range only with slug ammunition and only on 

the rifle section of the range, 25, 50 & 100 yd. firing points. 
17. Y N Shooters must stay behind the yellow line except to change targets when the Green flag is 

up. 
18. Y N When you hear the command "Cease Fire" you should stop shooting immediately, 

remove your finger from the trigger, set the gun on the table while keeping the muzzle 
pointed in a safe direction (down-range), step back behind the yellow line, and wait for 
further instructions from the Range Officer (if present) or by mutual agreement with all 
shooters present. 

19. Y N Any Shooter on the range has the responsibility to call a "Cease Fire" if an unsafe 
condition is observed. 

20. Y N When placing your target on the cardboard backer of the target frame, avoid placing it 
close to the wood frame to ensure you do not accidentally shoot the target frame. 

21. Y N Rifle muzzles must be forward of the firing line when shooting to reduce muzzle blast 
back onto the firing line. 

22. Y N Any type of holster may be used at the WIWL Range, including ankle and cross-draw 
holsters. 

23. Y N You may clean your firearm using solvents or sprays anywhere on the WIWL Range. 
24. Y N Shooters can be held financially liable for damages caused to the WIWL Range and/or 

removed for failing to follow Range Officer instructions. 
25. Y N I will read and observe all posted Range Safety Rules and Regulations. 
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Logic – Correct answers are bolded.   

Questions are taken right from the current NRA Fairfax range qualification test (inserting WIWL 
where appropriate), except that 11, 12, 14, 16, 17, 20 and 25 were adapted to the WIWL range set-up 
– NRA Fairfax is an inside range using booths and movable targets, so never any reason to go down 
range. 

1 – Some members had different answers, often very sensible ones, but these are the three core ones 
in our range training based on the NRA guidelines.  Does not mean other answers are wrong. 

5, 7, 8 are not in our training program, are in the NRA test, are the most fundamental elements of 
firearms use, and were answered incorrectly amazingly frequently. 

5 – Bullets are not stopped by the target (at least not the paper type) and fall to the ground, but 
are stopped by the berm or may ricochet if they hit a rock or some other hard object.  

7 – This one requires knowing what the basic sight picture should be for an open sight, as on a 
handgun or rifle with a leaf rear sight rather than a peep or scope sight: top of the foresight level 
with top of the rear sight.  If the fore sight is higher than the rear sight, then the gun will indeed 
shoot high.  Amazing number of range qualified shooters got this wrong.   

8 – This is what is in the NRA test, but this may depend on the shooter’s eyesight and personal 
preference.  The one certainty is that both cannot be in focus at the same time (although at least 
one of our members felt they could). 

22 and 23 were in the NRA test but are not covered in our training program. 

22 – Think of where the muzzle of a handgun drawn from a cross draw, shoulder, back or ankle 
holster is going to point from the time it exits the holster till it is on target.  The chances it will 
cross another shooter seem rather high.  We may need to rework this one to be a bit more 
inclusive, and our range rules should preclude using these types of holster unless it is during a 
formal, supervised training program. 

23 – Clearing a jam or other problem can be done while keeping the muzzle pointed down range.  
But stripping a firearm to clean it, cleaning and inspecting it is unlikely to be as controlled, and 
could well result in it pointing at another shooter.  Also using a solvent or oil spray while the gun 
is on a bench is likely to leave residue on the bench.  So I think it is reasonable to clean firearms 
at home, not on the range. 

Both questions are straight off the NRA test – both could probably be refined in our range rules. 

These were the questions that were most frequently missed.   

In addition, some questioned 21, keeping the muzzle in front of the firing line since they interpreted 
the firing line to be the red line and if you are firing from a bench, the muzzle may well be behind the 
red line.  Another interpretation of “firing line” is where you would normally stand or sit to shoot, so 
not the red line.  So we could tweak this one, and not count a N as wrong,  What we want to ensure is 
that people who want to stand do so next to the bench and not behind it, and we don’t want anyone 
trying to shoot at 200 yds from the entrance to the range (which seems to have happened in the past.) 

At least three members thought the answer to 14 was N – we hope they misread the question. 

Several marked N to 18 – probably because the NRA wording is slightly different from what has been 
taught in our classes.  We certainly need to be consistent – but the intent is the same, put the gun 
down and don’t touch it. 

Over 100 members answered every question right, including many who had not gone through our 
Range Qualification program.  If you know how to handle a firearm, these questions should have 
been common sense, and our rules should reflect common sense gun safety.  The highest number of 
wrong answers was five, one respondent, while very few got more than three wrong. 

Hope this helps inform what we should be teaching. 


