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Winchester Chapter of the Izaak Walton League 
2863 Millwood Pike 

Winchester, VA. 22602  

BOARD RESOLUTION 

Subject: Appointment of Dr. Names Silvester to the Board 

Dated: 1/12/2017 # Aye:    # Nay:    Approved (Y/N):    

Resolution: Whereas:  The Board has the authority to appoint new Board members, and 
Dr. James Silvester, member ID# 100273, is a member in good standing and 
has agreed to join the Board; 

Now Therefore:  James Silvester is hereby appointed to the Board, effective 
immediately, so serve until the next election. 

 

Vote 

Member M/S Aye Nay Abstain Absent E-Mail Phone 

Chris Barltrop M       

Brian Callahan        

Mike Mercer        

Jent Mitchell        

David Prater        

Al Stitt        

Paul Strawderman        

Harold Whitacre        

Material Discussion 

Article 2, Section 4.  Election and Term.  States the following: “Only Members in good 
standing as defined in the Chapter Rules and Regulations shall be eligible to serve on the Board 
of Directors.”   

Article 2, Section 5 states: “If a vacancy exists or occurs during the year in any one (1) or more 
of the above Offices or Board of Directors positions, for any reason, the Board of Directors, at 
any regular or special meeting, may fill any vacancy(ies) and/or appoint a successor or 
successors who shall hold office until the next regular election.” 

James Silvester has been a member of the Chapter since 2001, and has expressed a willingness 
to serve on the Board of Directors to help ensure the rebuilding of the Chapter. 

For the past 20 years Dr. Silvester has operated his own consulting firm specializing in 
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turnarounds, IPO’s, private placements, corporate debt negotiations, and has been an expert 
witness in many courts.   

He has served three federal courts in the mid-Atlantic region as an approved consultant 
working with many attorneys, banks, commercial finance companies, broker/dealers, etc., 
covering diverse industries and businesses in the 2 to 70 million per annum revenue range.  
Silvester is a private investor and has bought and sold several companies for his own account 
and that of his clients.  

Dr. Silvester is a founding faculty member of the Harry F. Byrd, Jr. School of Business 
which sits on the campus of Shenandoah University where he taught for nine (9) years and 
served as chairman of many academic committees.  He started his career in the banking 
industry setting up branches offices and managing institution wide computerization.    

In addition, Silvester knows Oxley- Sarbanes and has worked with the SEC and FINRA 
and many of their top-level employees in assisting Pre-IPO companies to enter the public 
marketplace and help those listed on a trading platform to support proper compliance and 
raise funds.     

Mr. Silvester created his own proprietary management audit software, called the 
Business CatScan, which attracted Grant Thornton, Verizon, Sprint, Deloitte, and a few others 
over the years and has worked with computer software firms helping them to develop product 
lines.  His background includes authorship of four business books with forewords contributed 
by national political figures including former Virginia Governor Tim Kaine and now United 
States Senator from Virginia and Vice Presidential Nominee.  Over 500,000 copies of his books 
have sold across the globe reprinted in five languages. 

Silvester holds dual citizenship both here in America and the EU, making it possible to 
work with EU clients.  He holds four earned degrees from accredited universities graduating 
with honors and including the PhD in Business Administration.  His lifetime memberships 
include the National Honor Society in Business Administration and Phi Delta Kappa 
International, both recognized by the United States Department of Education as honorary 
societies. 

Mr. Silvester is vetted by Interpol, the United States Department of Justice, the Virginia 
Bureau of Financial Institutions, the Virginia State Police, and the Circuit Courts of Virginia.  The 
Senate of the State of Maryland passed a resolution for his contribution to the economic 
development of Western Maryland. 

 
 


