
OFFICERS (2016-2017)
David Prater, President
540-324-9076 
president@winchester-iwla.org

Paul Strawderman, Vice President

Chris Barltrop, Treasurer
202-368-1086
treasurer@winchester-iwla.org

Mike Mercer, Secretary
540-467-6538
secretary@winchester-iwla.org

Brian Callahan, Membership Director
540-664-2347
membership-director@winchester-iwla.org

DIRECTORS (2016-2017)
Al Stitt, Training & Education
540-336-2468
training@winchester-iwla.org

Jent Mitchell III, Shotgun Range-
Membership Dinners

703-855-1110/540-868-2652
jent@winchester-iwla.org

Harold Whitacre, Special Events
540-533-8996

Dan Arico
703-229-3130
dan_arico@winchester-iwla.org

Jim Silvester
540-664-2934
jim_silvester@winchester-iwla.org

Teague Wagner
540-974-2380
teague_wagner@winchester-iwla.org

Gil Markbein, Finance Committee 
Chairman
finance@winchester-iwla.org

Rick Wright, Conservation & 
Lake Committee

540-533-6445
rick_wright@winchester-iwla.org

Board Meetings occur the first 
Tuesday of every month, unless rescheduled
due to Board schedules. See Chapter Web-
site for updated date/time.

Membership Meetings occur the third
Thursday of every month. A dinner is served
starting at 6:15pm and the meeting will start
at 7:00pm.  Please arrive early.  The cost for
this membership dinner is $10.00 per adult
person – $5.00 for children – reservations
required.
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Board Notes
The President has a new number for member contact. Please call 540-324-9076 with any problems,
comments or concerns. Calls normally will be returned within 8-24 hours. If he doesn’t hear from you
regarding concerns or suggestions or a pat on the back for when things are going right, it is more difficult
to operate the Chapter effectively. You members are the backbone of the WIWL and your opinions
really count. All conversations or messages are treated confidentially. 
For any of our members that are not aware and for new members please note that the official Website
for the Winchester Chapter of the Izaak Walton League is www.winchester-iwla.org and the official
Facebook Page is www.facebook.com/winchesteriwla. Please visit these sites often to stay on top of all
the events taking place at our Park. Also, be aware that there are other sites with similar addresses that
are not affiliated with our Chapter. One example is the Facebook Page: the loyal opposition WIWC
members page. This page is not sponsored by the Winchester Izaak Walton League. These sites often
contain false information or they simply copy information from our official site without permission.
The official ways of communicating with our members are through information posted on our Website
or Facebook Page and emails sent to you through Constant Contact, this Newsletter or official email
addresses of Board members that end in .winchester-iwla.org. You have the option of limiting the types
of messages we send through Constant Contact. We will not send emails from personal email addresses
and if you are receiving emails from other sources you may request them to stop sending. If you have
questions, please contact the secretary at secretary@winchester-iwla.org.

June Election for New Board Members
The time is fast approaching for the election of new board members in the June Election to be held at
the Membership Meeting on June 15, 2017. If you are interested in running for a position on the Board
please contact our Secretary, Mike Mercer to be put on the ballot. All those running for election will
have a chance to introduce themselves and speak at our May Membership meeting on May 18, 2017.
We have 6 positions open on the Board of Directors and they will be two year positions.
Candidates: Any Chapter member in good standing not less than thirty days prior to the election is
permitted to run for Chapter Board of Directors (Board Member) position by having their name placed
on the election ballot. All candidates who wish to run for election must provide the Election Committee
in writing not more than 90 and not less than 30 calendar days prior to the election date with: 1) Their
full name, address, phone number, email address, and WIWL membership number, and 2) A statement
detailing their platform; their experience and qualifications; and their commitment to providing the time
needed to fulfill the obligations of the position. All notices of intention to run for elected office that are
received will be posted on the Chapter website (www.Winchester-IWLA.org) and in the Chapter Newslet-
ter. All candidates shall be provided equal time and opportunity to communicate their qualifications
and ideas to the Chapter Membership by Chapter website and the May General meeting or such Special
meeting as may be determined by the Board prior to the election. 
Last year we did not have sufficient candidates to fill all the Board positions, so the election was not
competitive, and any applicant could get on the Board regardless of qualifications or level of support
from the Membership (the low count was 7 out of 50). The result was an understaffed Board with some
members with the lowest vote counts able to disrupt the Chapter’s management process. This year we
need enough candidates to fill all the slots competitively. Board members who have been working hard
to rebuild the Chapter are unlikely to continue serving if we do not have a Board that is fully staffed
and can work constructively together.
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Lake Conservation and Management
We are making a request for a grant to the IWLA Endowment. We are concentrating on the
continuation of work on Lake Neff as part of the Clean Water Monitoring Program. The lake
is fed by multiple creeks upstream of the lake in Clarke and Frederick Counties and the over-
flow spillway feeds into Opequon Creek, a major waterway in Clarke & Frederick County.
We have completed a comprehensive water testing program at Chapter expense on the lake
last Fall using Greenway Engineering. The report from Greenway was quite positive on water
but the steep slope runoff on the far side of the lake remains a problem. You may read the
report on our Website under the Conservation Committee Heading.
Too many nutrients and eroded material are entering the lake and we need to address that prob-
lem. It will require that the Chapter undertake a feasibility study to determine a cost-effective
way to reduce that erosion and the eroded material from entering the lake. That material after
entering the lake acts as feed for the increasing growth and distribution of noxious weeds. Our
Lake Conservation Committee is in discussions about this matter but needs some professional
input to finalize a solution.
We also have been investigating various ways to control the high level of duckweed and hy-
drilla growth in the lake. After some discussion, we have decided to only use chemical treat-
ments as a last resort and are now embarking on a manual removal and control program using
volunteer Chapter members.
That program will require the acquisition of a couple of 9-10' Jon boats w/electric motors, a
25' x 4' fine mesh seining net to drag the heavy growth weed islands that occurs in the summer
months, as well as some long handled, fine mesh minnow nets to remove the weeds once cap-
tured. They also can be used to scoop out heavy leaf concentrations found in the Lake in the
late Fall.
We also are looking at stocking a balanced number of warm water fish that will act as predators
and help reduce the current overabundance of Black Crappie that seem to be thriving in the
lake. These species will be stocked along with our usual stocking of trout for our Spring and
Fall Kid Fish Derbies and related activities that are open to the public and are quite successful
in promoting the Chapter's image and its dedication to IWLA missions.
The VDGIF performed a fish survey on April 26 and we will publish the results on our Website
as soon as it is ready. Just a note for all of our fishermen, during the survey, a 5-6-pound large-
mouth bass was stunned, so we know we have some nice sized fish in our lake now. Look for
his picture on our Facebook Page and Website.

Spring Kids Fishing Derby
The Fishing Derby was a great success despite the rainy weather. We had 88 kids show up
and fish even though it rained the entire day. Each child that registered received a free hotdog
and drink prepared by Boy Scouts Troop 63. Thanks to our many sponsors, we had prizes for
every child that attended. There were prizes for each age group for the biggest fish along with
many others. A special thanks to John Berglund and all the volunteers that made this Derby a
great success. Thanks to all the sponsors that made the Derby possible: Walmart, Gander
Mountain, Cabela’s, Miller’s Ace Hardware, ARICO, Jake’s Bait & Tackle, and Big Bass
Daddy Custom Baits, all provided prizes for the Derby. Tom Hayes acted as our announcer
for the contests and Charles Beaver helped weigh, measure, and judge the catches. Thanks to
the many members who volunteered the Derby ran smoothly without any problems. There
were quite a few kids that said this was the first fish they had ever caught, and all had big
smiles. This Derby counts as part of our mission as a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit organization to
provide public benefit and education for conservation and love of our natural resources. Just
a note to our fishermen, “Nemo 2” a 5-pound golden Trout that was stocked for the derby was
not caught. So he remains in the lake – if you catch him please send a picture to the Secretary
to post on our Website. Left-over hot dog buns were donated to the Winchester Church of
God’s Hope Again Care Center, which runs a food bank to feed the homeless.

Membership Meeting
Join us on Thursday, May 18, 2017 for the Monthly Membership Meeting. Dinner starts at
6:15 PM. The Business Meeting starts at approximately 7:00 PM. Reservations can be made
at dinners@winchester-iwla.org or by calling the Chapter House phone on 540-662-2976 and

KERN MOTOR COMPANY
www.kernmotorco.com

Triton Firearms & Safety Training, LLC
Bill Copp              Eric Schaff

Firearms Sales & Transfers
billcopp@mris.com   •   www.tritonfst.com

Like Us on Facebook

       
 

  

 
 

  
 

  

      
   

   
  

  

Abe Walsh, CFP®, AAMS®
540-722-0767
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Economy Commercial
C L E A N I N G

Criss Guntharp, Owner
Office: (540) 773-2588 - Cell: (703) 229-7085
info@economycommercialcleaning.com
4 Weems Lane #151 - Winchester, VA 22601

Reliable High Quality Cleaning at Affordable Rates
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Winchester Tree Services
Terry Malcolm
540-877-5499

The Bayliss Wealth 
Management Group
R. William Bayliss, III, CRPC

540-545-7700

leaving a message. Reservations should be made no later than Monday, May 15 at 6 PM. The
speaker for the May membership meeting is Steve Carroll from the State Arboretum. Steve
Carroll is the Director of Public Programs at the State Arboretum of Virginia and Blandy Ex-
perimental Farm. He is a botanist, ecologist, and gardener, and he speaks frequently about
plants and gardening. He is the co-author of Ecology for Gardeners, published in 2004 by
Timber Press, and he has written for outdoor and gardening magazines and other publications.
Steve's presentation will include some background on Blandy and the Arboretum and some
upcoming activities and events.
If you know of an interesting speaker for a future meeting let our Secretary, Mike Mercer
know - send speaker’s name and contact info/background qualifications/subject matter to
secretary@wincester-iwla.org.

New Member Meet & Greet
There is a new member meet & greet held at the Chapter House every Thursday evening from
6:30 to 8pm. This is a chance for those who have gate cards prepared to pick them up, and to
meet new members and prospective members wanting to join our Chapter. If you would like
to help with these meetings please contact our Membership Director, Brian Callahan and let
him know you would like to help membership-director@winchester-iwla.org. Whether 2-3
hours or a full day’s work, we can use your assistance and commitment to the Chapter.

Committee Meetings
We now have three committees that have been filled with volunteers and are meeting monthly
with more committees getting ready for meetings in the upcoming month. The Conservation
and Lake Committee is working on a few projects now. They include a cleanup of the lake
shore in preparation for the upcoming Kids Fishing Derby. They are planning for two types
of pollinator gardens, one for Monarch Butterflies and another that will support Bees, birds,
bats and other insects. They have also taken the initiative to help clean up the dead wood
throughout the park, providing firewood for the Boy Scout campouts in April and May.
Please watch for a new structure which will be constructed along the lake shore. The new
structure is a voluntary lake take station. This station is for the voluntary collection of infor-
mation on which fish are caught and taken out of our lake. The information collected at this
station will be an important source for the 2018 lake stocking plan. This information is vital
because we know what fish we are stocking but we are unaware of what fish are being taken
out of the lake.
The Range committee has been meeting and working on finalizing range rules for the Rifle &
Pistol range, the Shotgun range and the Archery range. They are close to finalizing the rules
and will present them to the Board for final approval.
The Education & Training committee has come up with a tentative list of classes to be held in
the upcoming months. Here is what is on the list for the coming months. If you have any ques-
tions or comments, or have other classes you would like to see offered please contact Al Stitt,
training@winchester-iwla.org. 
June
RSO Course 
Home Firearms Safety (for new shooters, especially, women and youth)
Basics of Reloading 
Trout Fishing Seminar--Trout Unlimited 
July
Basic Pistol Phase II
Basic Shotgun 
Boating Safety - if enough interest
SOS Stream Monitoring (IWLA National Leader/Chapter Liaison Person)
August
Women on Target Week-end 
Refuse to be a Victim 
First Aid/CPR 
Hunter Education - September 12 and 13, 6:30 to 9:30 PM (Lloyd Winters)
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Newsletter Sponsors are appreciated and tax deductible!
Please contact Mike Mercer 

via email secretary@winchester-iwla.org
or call 540-467-6538 for additional information

Interested in joining a committee or volunteering? There is a button on the main page of our website for signing up for committees and other volunteer work.
It’s easy and once you have been added to the mailing lists, you will get communications on meetings. 
The next NRA Certified RSO Class is being planned for June 2017. It will be held at the Chapter House on a week-end from 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM. Seats are
limited to 12 participants. For further information contact Al Stitt, E & T Coordinator at 540-336-2468 or Dave Prater, President at 540-324-9076. Also keep
an eye on the Web Page and Facebook Page for other training opportunities each month.

Treasurer’s Report 
Financial performance and condition reports (aka P&L and BS) are posted in the Chapter House bulletin board and the Website. Total receipts for the first
Quarter of 2017 have been $57,304, expenditures have been $14,211, leaving net income of $43,093. Since essentially all Membership renewals are in, that
gives a reasonable approximation of what we have to work with for the rest of the year. The book bank balance as of 3/31/2017 was $93,514. Our IRS 990EX
has been filed and copied to National – with that done, we are now moving ahead with getting State approval to engage in fundraising and then getting ex-
emption from State sales tax. Expenses have included refurbishing the Archery Range and the gate system – you may have noticed that the worn out rollers,
the control box and the road sensors have been replaced. Your dues at work. 

SASP Program
The SASP program is developing well, our SASP Youth Team has been awarded a $4,200+ NRA grant to develop and support the WIWL team. The team is
practicing twice a month at our Rifle & Pistol Range, 2nd and 4th Wednesday, so on the 10th and 24th of May, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. During the scheduled
practices, we are restricting the Pistol, 25, and 50 yard side of the range to SASP participants, for the safety of the team and the safety of members. The 100-
yard range remains open to the membership during these practices but members must be aware that the range is called “cold” frequently for the SASP team
to change targets. We thank all our members for their understanding and support of our SASP Team.


