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OFFICERS  
 
Dan Arico, President  
703-229-3130  
dan_arico@winchester-iwla.org  
Chris Barltrop, Vice President 
202-368-1086 
chris_barltrop@winchester-iwla.org 
Jack Weeks, Treasurer  
703-403-0197  
jack_weeks@winchester-iwla.org  
Butch Kramer, Secretary  
703-795-8591  
butch_kramer@winchester-iwla.org  
Jim Sherry, Membership Director 
540-336-8441  
jim_sherry@winchester-iwla.org  
 
DIRECTORS  
Al Stitt, Education & Training  
540-336-2468  
training@winchester-iwla.org  
Harold Whitacre, Special Events  
540-533-8996  
harold_whitacre@winchester-iwla.org  
Howard Beny 
336-413-8719  
hsbeny@gmail.com 
Mike Harper 
mike_harper@winchester-iwla.org 
Patricia Nunn 
patty_nunn@winchester-iwla.org 
Robert Lunceford 
rob_lunceford@winchester-iwla.org 
John Suter 
john_suter@winchester-iwla.org 
 
Board Meetings are normally held the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
Chapterhouse. See the Chapter website 
for dates and times. 

Membership Meetings are held at the 
Chapterhouse on the third Thursday of 
each month. Dinner is served at 6:15 
p.m. and the meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. 
The cost of dinner is $15.00 per adult 
and $7.50 for children; reservations are 
required. See the Chapter website for 
details. 
 
 

Board Election Keeps Leadership 
While Injecting New Blood 

The Winchester Izaak Walton League Chapter on June 21 kept its leadership team 
intact and added new four new members in its board election. Eight of 12 board seats 
were at stake. 

“I want to thank all the members who took the time to vote in the election for board 
members. Your involvement is crucial to the chapter’s future. We held an open, fair 
election and the results are in. You’ve given the chapter an outstanding team to move 
forward for the benefit of all members,” said Dan Arico, president, whose board seat 
was not up for reelection. 

“We have tried and true team members who know how to work together constructively, 
and we have great new members who will bring new ideas and new energy to the 
chapter. Join us as we work on your behalf to preserve and improve our beloved 
Winchester Izaak Walton League Chapter,” Arico said in a post-election statement. 

Officers of the chapter are elected by the board from among its members. In a board 
meeting immediately following the vote, the board re-named Arico president. Treasurer 
Jack Weeks was also reelected to that position. Chris Barltrop was named vice 
president. Duane (Butch ) Kramer succeeded Jim Sherry as secretary. Sherry assumed 
the post of membership director previously held by Howard Beny. 

Amendment #3 to the WIWL Bylaws was passed, 164-15. See the chapter website for 
platforms of the candidates and the details of Amendment #3. 

The top eight vote getters 
filled the eight slots at stake 
in the election. See the full 
results at right. These eight 
join the four board 
members who are mid-way 
through two-year terms: 
Arico, Kramer, Weeks, and 
Harold Whitacre. 
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Chapter Awards 6 Scholarships Supporting Conservation, Environment 

The Winchester Izaak Walton League is proud to announce the selection and Board approval of six students who will each 
receive $1000 scholarships to help further their education in the fields of conservation, the environment or related areas of 
interest that will further the goals and ideals of the Izaak Walton League of America Pledge. The successful candidates this 
year are: 

 Dominick DeCanio from Millbrook High school,  

 Sydney Aschenbrenner from Handley High School,  

 Bailey Callahan from James Madison University,  
 Zachary Morris from Sherando High School 

 Dalton Earhart from James Wood High School and 

 Brandon McDonald from James Wood High School. 

Applicants from the tri-county and Winchester area were objectively evaluated based on individual scholastic achievement, 
outside interests and extracurricular activities, and their responses to application essay questions that were related to the 
goals and ideals of the Chapter.The colleges that these students will be attending are James Madison University, Virginia 
Tech, Lord Fairfax Community College, The University of Virginia, Babson College, and Flagler or Albright College.  
Serving on the selection committee were Gil Markbein, Jan Cervaney, Lou Knapp, and Ray Palladino. 
 

Kelly Holzhauser, Thomas Lloyd Pass 
Kelly Holzhauser, 47, a WIWL member since 2010, died in an auto accident on Interstate 66 in Fauquier County May 1. 
He leaves behind his wife Tammie; and three children Marcus, Collin, and Mallory. Holzhauser was a U.S. Army 
veteran, and a graduate of Virginia Tech and the University of Phoenix. 
 
Thomas Miller Lloyd, 77, of Berryville, died Friday, June 8 in Berryville. He served as president and vice president of 
the Winchester Izaak Walton League Chapter. He is survived by his sister, Barbara Longerbeam of Winchester, two 
grandchildren and his previous wife, Labada Champ. He was preceded in death by his daughter, Teresa Page, and his 
brother, David B. Lloyd. 

Disciplinary Action Resumed Against Mitchell and Strawderman 
 
The disciplinary action against chapter members Jent Mitchell and Paul Strawderman was reactivated by the board of 
directors June 21 immediately following conclusion of the 2018 board of directors election. A disciplinary hearing was 
scheduled for the July 3 board meeting.   
 
Mitchell had been expelled and Strawderman suspended from the chapter for disruptive behavior in violation of chapter 
bylaws. When reviewed by the Virginia Division of the IWLA, the action was later found to have a procedural flaw and both 
men were reinstated. Both were candidates in the election for board of directors June 21. 
 
Further disciplinary action had been put on hold so that the membership could have an opportunity to express their level of 
support for these two individuals through their election vote. Mitchell and Strawderman received 13 and 22 votes 
respectively. The winning candidates for the eight board seats at stake received between 182 and 185 votes each. 
 
Mitchell and Strawderman have joined in filing a request in Frederick County Circuit Court for an injunction barring the 
chapter from taking any disciplinary action against any member until July 1, 2019, saying they will suffer irreparable 
damage without it.   
 
In response, the chapter told the court it was the party that would be irreparably harmed. “Membership renewals have 
declined dramatically in recent years, and numerous members declining to renew have attributed their decision to the toxic 
atmosphere and disruptive conduct” of Mitchell and Strawderman, according to the court filing. If the injunction were 
granted, the chapter asserted, it would provide a “blank check” and “get out of jail free card” for more such behavior. The 
chapter asked that its costs for responding be paid by Mitchell and Strawderman. 
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Bullseye Volunteers Lose Their Hard Work to a Flood 
Then Search the Waters to Haul It Back 
Our WIWL Chapter Park is lucky to be bordered by the Opequon Creek along the Eastern boundary, but sometimes you can 
get too much of a good thing. For weeks we prepared an improved firing line at the Rifle & Pistol Range. On June 2, the 
fresh painted, custom fitted, bench boards were neatly stacked high on a table under cover and left to dry. 

That's where I made my mistake. Knowing the R&P Range had already flooded in May, and with three weeks of almost 
continuous Rain to super-saturate the upstream drainage shed, I turned my back on the Opequon Creek and failed to give 
her prudent respect she demands. 

On the overnight and morning of June 3, that watershed received a moderate to high intensity of rainfall for a prolonged 
duration of time, result - FLOOD! 

The Opequon came out of her banks again with higher flood water of about four foot depth! The water topped the storage 
table and swept away the boards for the "Bullseye" benches; lost, and gone! 

Loyal member Ron Richards was the first to walk a scout along the stream, once the water had gone down. When I came on 
the scene, he told me, "Stan, I have seen something white". Well, long story short, with kind help from member Mike Huck, 
all boards have been recovered! This, only because they landed a "Bullseye" on a right bend Brush Snag 225 yards 
downstream. Then they lodged there and waited for us. No signs of the bench, stool, trash can, or brooms, lost, have yet to 
be found. 

One Sad Note: one of our Blue Bird houses was knocked down by floodwater, and on recovery, two drowned baby Blue 
Birds were found inside. Nature took them back. – Stan Kugler (Related story Page 5) 

 

 July 2018 
Check www.winchester-iwla.org for updates 
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Range Refresher 
Register Your Guests, Know the Rules and Keep Everyone Safe 

Our Chapter is very fortunate to have a range policy that allows members to bring guests to use our ranges.  In order to 
insure safety for everyone we remind our members to follow these basic safety suggestions when bringing guests to use 
these facilities. 

1.  Before arriving at the Chapter, take some time and review the basic operation of the firearms that your guest(s) will 
be using that day. Instruct them on the importance of always keeping the firearm pointed in a safe direction 
(downrange), keeping the gun unloaded until ready to shoot, and keeping your finger off the trigger until ready to 
shoot, know your target and what is beyond, and always use the correct ammunition. 

2. Register your guests at the chapterhouse before going to the range. Bring along an extra registration form (available 
from the website) in case one is not available in the chapterhouse. Place the signed top part of the form along with 
your $10 contribution per guest (cash or check) in the envelope and place it in the drop box on the wall. Keep your 
guest receipt to verify registration if requested by a member at the range. 

3. A maximum of two guests is permitted per visit. As you are responsible for 
your guests and must supervise their individual shooting (not at the same 
time). Also you may not shoot while your guests are shooting. 

4. Before shooting review the posted range rules with your guests and explain 
the red and yellow firing lines, the green and red flag system, and that no 
firearms may be handled under a green flag. Explain the “cease fire “rule. Anyone may call a ceasefire at any time 
and the shooter is to immediately put down the firearm pointing down range and step back and await further 
instructions. 

5. Bring firearms onto and off the range in cases to insure additional safety. 
6. Place paper targets only in the center of the cardboard backstops to avoid shooting the wood target frames. Clean up 

your shell casings and remove targets when you are finished shooting. 
7. Make sure each guest has hearing and eye protection. Any non-shooting guests who are at the range must also be 

supervised, must have hearing and eye protection, and must remain behind the yellow safety line and away from the 
firing area. 

Bringing guests onto our ranges is meant to be an enjoyment and added privilege for our members. If we all follow these 
basic safety rules and courtesies our ranges will continue to be a safe environment for everyone. – Raymond Palladino 

From IWLA’s “Outdoor America” 
Bowhunting Instructor Workshop 

Saturday, July 21, 2018 
IWLA Fredericksburg-Rappahannock Chapter 
Spotsylvania, VA 
8:30 am to 5:30 pm 
Registration $30 

The workshop is a joint effort between IWLA and the Archery 
Trade Association. The “Outdoor America” article says a current 
hunter education instructor or avid archer/bowhunter who is 
willing to share his or outdoor knowledge can become a trained 
bowhunting instructor. 

Attendance at the national IWLA convention is not necessary to 
attend the workshop. For more details, visit 
iwla.org/shootingsports. 

Managing Conservation 

Mark Scott, new head of fisheries for the West 
Virginia Division of Natural Resources, told 
the Charleston Gazette-Mail he knows what he 
has to manage in his job. “We biologists get 
into the field to manage fish, but we end up 
managing people’s impacts. If we’re going to 
err, we’re going to err on the side of fish and 
the environment.” 

 



 

We held our first Bullseye match on Wednesday evening, 
April 18 with nine shooters filling the open slots to capacity. 
A few of our shooters were experienced Bullseye 
competitors, but several were first-timers. Our planned May 
competition was washed out, but two rainouts in a row 
would have been too many, so we decided to go ahead with 
the June 20 Bullseye match even though the weather report 
didn’t favor us.  

We’re glad we did. Seven stalwarts showed up for the match 
and were rewarded with obvious and much-needed 
improvements to the range.  Thanks to the ingenuity and 
industry of member Stan Kugler, ten shooters now have 
dedicated shooting positions where they can set up their equipment, rest the shooting arms in between shots, and load 
magazines without turning to the bench next to their positions. Stan designed, constructed and installed the improvements in 
time for the match, and we’ll be using them for all our future matches. Stan got a well-deserved round of applause from all 
for his efforts. Our next match is scheduled for July 18. Stan’s improvements made the match move along more quickly, so 
we’ll be able to run a second relay. – Jim Sherry (Related story Page 3) 

Contact Jim Sherry at jim_sherry@winchester-iwla for information on joining the Chapter Bullseye league.  

Background on Bullseye 
These matches are limited to .22LR. Each competitor shoots three targets: slow fire is twenty shots in twenty minutes, for a 
total possible score of 200. In timed fire we shoot four strings of five shots each, with twenty seconds per string, for another 
total possible score of 200. Rapid fire is similar to timed fire, with four strings of five rounds each, but this time we have 
only ten seconds per string. Adding up the three targets’ scores gives us the match score, with a total possible of 600. We 
break tied scores by counting the number of “Xs.” The X appears as a small circle inside the 10 ring, and while each X only 
counts as a 10-point score, the total number of Xs makes all the difference when we have tied scores. 

Why show the scores for each stage of the match? Because different shooting skills come into play for each, although timed 
and rapid fire are very similar. Most of our shooters are participating for the pure enjoyment and to see their scores improve 
over time. Please come and join us at 5:00 pm on the third Wednesday of each month through October; you’ll see your pistol 
skills improve by the numbers. 
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Winchester IWLA Bullseye Match Tally Sheet  April 18, 2018 

Name 
Slow Fire Timed Fire Rapid Fire Total 

Score X Score X Score X Score X 
Michael 
Murphy 164   176   170 2 510 2 

Lou Knapp 74 116 125 315   
Mike 
Harper 137   135 2 126   398 2 

Bill Moran 110 153 1 145 2 408 3 

Dave Burks 16   27   64   107   
Ned 
Farinholt 62 128 138 1 328 1 

Stan Kugler 85   148 1 156 2 389 3 
John 
Lewandoski 186 1 196 6 186 4 568 11 

Pete Keith 75 1 104 1 93   272 2 
 

 ‘Bullseye’ Matches 
 Resume at WIWL 

Winchester IWLA Bullseye Match Tally Sheet June 20, 2018 

Name 

Slow Fire 
Timed 
Fire Rapid Fire Total 

Score X Score X Score X Score X 

James 
McManaway 71   180 3 161 2 412 5 

John 
Lewandoski 175 1 191 7 193 9 559 17 

Mike Harper 131 141 2 129 2 401 4 

Bill Moran 125 2 136 156 417 2 

Robert Sanders 19 39 61 119   

Ned Farinholt 71 137 133 341   

Stan Kugler 122   159 1 144 1 425 2 

 



 

 

Sponsor ads are appreciated and tax deductible 
Contact Jim Sherry at jim_sherry@winchester-iwla.org for additional information. 


