
OFFICERS (2016-2017)
David Prater, President
540-324-9076 
president@winchester-iwla.org

Paul Strawderman, Vice President

Chris Barltrop, Treasurer
202-368-1086
treasurer@winchester-iwla.org

Mike Mercer, Secretary
540-467-6538
secretary@winchester-iwla.org

Brian Callahan, Membership Director
540-664-2347
membership-director@winchester-iwla.org

DIRECTORS (2016-2017)
Al Stitt, Training & Education
540-336-2468
training@winchester-iwla.org

Jent Mitchell III, Shotgun Range-
Membership Dinners

703-855-1110/540-868-2652
jent@winchester-iwla.org

Harold Whitacre, Special Events
540-533-8996

Dan Arico
703-229-3130
dan_arico@winchester-iwla.org

Jim Silvester
540-664-2934
jim_silvester@winchester-iwla.org

Teague Wagner
540-974-2380
teague_wagner@winchester-iwla.org

Gil Markbein, Finance Committee 
Chairman
finance@winchester-iwla.org

Rick Wright, Conservation & 
Lake Committee

540-533-6445
rick_wright@winchester-iwla.org

Board Meetings occur the first 
Tuesday of every month, unless rescheduled
due to Board schedules. See Chapter Web-
site for updated date/time.

Membership Meetings occur the third
Thursday of every month. A dinner is served
starting at 6:15pm and the meeting will start
at 7:00pm.  Please arrive early.  The cost for
this membership dinner is $10.00 per adult
person – $5.00 for children – reservations
required.

WINCHESTER CHAPTER OF THE
IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE

NEWSLETTER
www.winchester-iwla.org

June 2017

The June election for the six available Board seats is June 15. Regular voting will start at 6:30 p.m.,
managed by the Virginia Division of the IWLA. We recognize that being present to vote during the
Membership meeting on June 15 may be difficult, so with the assistance of the Division, are setting up
three absentee ballot voting times, as follows:

•      Saturday 20 May                4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.
•      Wednesday 24 May             7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.
•      Thursday 15 June                4:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.

Last year we did not have a full slate of candidates to fill all the positions, so the election was non-com-
petitive, with the results foregone, and we had a heavy thunderstorm at voting time. As a result, we had
only fifty members participate in the voting. This year we have nine candidates for the six open positions,
so the elections will be competitive, making your active participation critical.
The 2016-17 Board has continued the work of re-building the Chapter – overdue repairs have been
made, a full accounting and membership system has been implemented, committees have been re-acti-
vated, and grants have been received from the Izaak Walton Foundation and from the NRA to help us
rebuild, so the Chapter is on an upward path, but much remains to be done. It is up to you to give the
2017-2018 Board a clear mandate to continue building back your Chapter with a Board team that can
collaborate constructively and with civility to serve the best interests of the Chapter and its Membership. 
Six Board members had two year terms so do not need re-election this year. They are David Prater, Paul
Strawderman, Mike Mercer, Brian Callahan, Al Stitt and Chris Barltrop. 
Four current Board members have their terms expire on June 15 and are standing for election – Harold
Whitacre, Jent Mitchell, Dan Arico and Teague Wagner. 
We have four new candidates: Duane Kramer, Wade Manuel, Jim Sherry and Jack Weeks are also stand-
ing for election. The platforms of the eight candidates standing for the six available positions are:

Daniel J. Arico 
I am declaring my intent to run for the Board of Directors. I have many years’ experience working with
youth groups including over forty years’ experience with BSA and three years with Trail Life USA; six
years’ experience with the Acorns Junior Rifle Club; fourteen years coaching chess clubs at The Heights
School, St. Ambrose Catholic School, Westminster School, Trinity School at Meadowbrook and Chelsea
Academy; and four months with the SASP program at WIWL.
I am an NRA member and hold training certificates for Basic Pistol and CRSO. I have already helped
train additional RSOs for our ranges. In addition, I have acted as a RSO for the last turkey shoot and
volunteered for the recent fishing derby.
I intend to participate in more youth activities and training activities. I am committed to seeing our club
grow and improve. I am a team player committed to the preservation of the Chapter.

Duane Kramer
I wish to inform the membership of Izaak Walton League, Winchester Chapter that I intend to run for
office of the board of directors for the Winchester Chapter.
I have been a member of this chapter for the past five years, and I have a firm belief in the necessity of
maintaining our environment. The aspect of clean air and water have always been of interest to me as
well as the fundamental rural American pastime of hunting, and gun safety. There is no better way, in
my mind, to be an advocate for our environment than to be an active member of this organization. I am
a team player committed to the preservation of the Chapter.
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Wade Manuel 
"To strive for the purity of waters, the clarity of air, and the wise stewardship of the land and
its resources: To know the beauty and understanding of nature and the value of wildlife, wood-
lands, and open spaces; to the preservation of this heritage and to man's sharing in it."
Please add me to the ballot for a WIWL Board OF Directors position. I am a team player and
fully support the values of the IWLA pledge and the preservation of the Winchester Chapter.
I am primarily interested in supporting the areas of conservation, property management, range
support, nature trails and camping areas. I have ample time available to devote to the duties
as a member of the WIWL Board of Directors. 

• Retired Federal employee with 31 years of Service with the FEMA.
• U.S. Army Vietnam Veteran with Army Security Agency (Army Intel)
• Served as Secretary/Treasury for 4 years of the American Federation of Government

Employees (AFGE 1754). 
• I have applied to the Virginia Master Naturalists for membership and will start the

certification training in early 2018.
• Hobbies include golfing, shooting, fishing, playing music and attending bluegrass

festivals.
I am a team player committed to the preservation of the Chapter.

Jent P. Mitchell III
My platform as a candidate for the 2017 to 2019 WIWC board of directors includes the fol-
lowing: ● Maintain the health of our fishing lake. Keep the fishing lake properly stocked
throughout the year by stocking 4 times each year (300-400 trout at each stocking) and smaller
fish stockings for special events. ●Keeping our club’s Rifle & Pistol Shooting Range operating
as it has been historically for the last decade. Improving our club’s Shotgun Shooting Field.
● Improving our club’s Archery Shooting Range. ●Maintain members’ “Right to Carry Con-
cealed” at our club. YES, this right is being threatened. ●Maintain members’ rights to bring
their dogs out to the park to run. ●Maintain and improve our club’s relationship with the Boy
Scouts and the 4H Club. ●Maintain the yellow paper newsletter as a hard copy paper newslet-
ter and mail it out to the membership via USPS First Class mail. The WIWC membership will
receive the newsletter on time. ● Improve the club’s communications by improving our email
system. ● Improve and expand our club’s presence on Facebook. ● Improve our monthly mem-
bership dinners. ● Add the WIWC Vice-President to the list of club officers designated and
eligible to draft checks from the checking account of the WIWC. It does not matter who our
VP is the VP should be able to draft checks from the club’s checking account. ● I will do
everything I can to prevent any secret meetings of the WIWC board. ● Our BOD meeting
minutes will be published promptly following each meeting.
If you want the truth told, the bylaws enforced, equal and fair service for all members, and
total financial transparency, then reelect me on June 15. 
Your priorities for our club are my priorities! 

Jim Sherry
Platform: Return civility to Board proceedings; eliminate self-serving, time wasting, childish
disruption of Board proceedings; emphasize planning and execution of Chapter programs;
expand use of ranges for competition; and expand members’ use and support of Chapter
facilities and activities.
Qualifications/experience: Former Chapter president, 2015-2016; led the Chapter’s recovery
following the J. Mitchell lawsuit; restored the Chapter to fiscal solvency and to status as an
IWLA Chapter in good standing; and NRA certified RSO and Basic Pistol instructor; Interested
in range operations, RSO duty, shooting competitions, firearms training, program planning
and implementation, establishing procedures, and bringing civility, planning, accountability
to Chapter and Board operations
Statement of intent and commitment: After this difficult year, it’s time to elect members to the
Board of Directors who are interested in furthering the full recovery of the Chapter. We have
had far too much self-interest and disruption from certain current Board members; this coming
year must focus on the good of the Chapter and getting actual work done. As I have in the past,
I will devote the time and effort necessary to accomplishing Board and Chapter goals.
Please vote for six candidates who will work for the Chapter, not against it. I am a team player
committed to the preservation of the Chapter.

KERN MOTOR COMPANY
www.kernmotorco.com

Triton Firearms & Safety Training, LLC
Bill Copp              Eric Schaff

Firearms Sales & Transfers
billcopp@mris.com   •   www.tritonfst.com

Like Us on Facebook

       
 

  

 
 

  
 

  

      
   

   
  

  

Abe Walsh, CFP®, AAMS®
540-722-0767

    
                   

                  
                 
                   

                 
                 

                      
                       
              

     
                      
             Additional hardwood seedlings will be planted soon.
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         Place targets in the center of the cardboard and away from the wood

f              Also, remember that a Chapter designated range
s               

  
  

 
 

     
  

  
 
 
 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 
 

   

   
 

    

     
  

   
   •   www.tritonfst.com

L    

Economy Commercial
C L E A N I N G

Criss Guntharp, Owner
Office: (540) 773-2588 - Cell: (703) 229-7085
info@economycommercialcleaning.com
4 Weems Lane #151 - Winchester, VA 22601

Reliable High Quality Cleaning at Affordable Rates



SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY SUPPORT US.

June 2017

Winchester Tree Services
Terry Malcolm
540-877-5499

The Bayliss Wealth 
Management Group

R. William Bayliss, III, CRPC
540-545-7700

Teague Wagner
I, Teague Wagner, am asking for your vote to represent you on our Winchester Chapter Board
of Directors (BOD). I have served on several 501 (c)(3) boards and currently serve on your
BOD now. My goals are to bring a common sense aspect to our chapter management and pro-
mote a safe and enjoyable environment for all to enjoy the aspects of outdoor recreation we
are fortunate to have. Rules and regulations must be upheld; but we can't over-regulate to the
point where the BOD has too much power. A short summary of my experience is: I have hunted
and fished throughout this country and others. I follow a strong code of ethics; which includes,
but is not limited to; wise stewardship of the land and respect for nature and your fellow man.
I studied at Virginia Tech and finished at Ferrum College in Outdoor Recreation. I then worked
for Nantahala Outdoor Center as a whitewater raft guide and instructor. During that time I
also served as an instructor for North Carolina Outward Bound School and became a Wilder-
ness First Responder. I have instructed many facets of outdoor recreation such as Winter Sur-
vival, Rock Climbing, Kayaking, Canoeing, High Ropes Course, Low Ropes Course,
Backpacking, and Primitive Camping just to name a few. I am a certified Emergency Medical
Technician (EMT) in Virginia. I am a nationally certified NRA Range Safety Officer (RSO)
and serve as an RSO at all our chapter ranges.
I will put is as much time as is needed to represent you, our chapter's members, and ensure
you get what you want and deserve as a dues paying member of the Winchester Chapter. I be-
lieve the Winchester Chapter BOD must have one goal which is held higher than any other;
and that goal is to represent all Winchester Chapter members in a fair and equitable manner. 

If you agree, I would appreciate your support. 

Jack Weeks
My name is Jack Weeks. I am a new member living in Lake Frederick. I attended the May
2nd board meeting to familiarize myself with some of the policies, practices and key members
of the organization. Fellow members encouraged me to run for the board as I have extensive
non-profit and managerial experience, and as a CPA I can contribute to assisting with the fi-
nancial and administrative record keeping of the organization. In any non-profit volunteers
are the key to keeping costs down and operations running smoothly.
Previous board experience includes 12 years as treasurer and trustee for the Franklin Farm
home owners association, a community of 1777 homes. Before moving to the Lake Frederick
area, I was a 25 year member of the Dulles Airport Rotary club, serving in all elected offices
including president. Subsequently, I held a number of Rotary District 7610 offices and chair-
manships. Presently, I am a 5 year member of the Front Royal Rotary club, a member of the
National Rifle Association, and serve on the Lake Frederick Architectural Review Committee.
I owned my own CPA firm in Reston until my retirement in 2011. I had many international
clients, with a franchise through the largest independent CPA firm in Europe. Besides clients
in aerospace, manufacturing, and service industries, I had a number of non-profit clients in-
cluding the World Bank Staff Association, and a couple of the largest independent churches
in the Washington Metropolitan area. I currently serve as the CPA for the Rotary Leadership
Institute and as an assistant to the treasurer of the Front Royal Rotary club. I have extensive
experience in QuickBooks and preparing non-profit 990 tax returns.
I would appreciate your vote. I am a team player committed to the preservation of the Chapter.

Harold Whitacre  
I, Harold D. Whitacre, herby confirm my interest in running for the Board of the WIWL at
the June 2017 election. 
I have been a member of the WIWL since 2001, have served on the Board of Directors multiple
times, including currently, and am committed to the future of the Chapter. I have lead special
projects and provide support to the Chapter’s equipment. I reside next to the Chapter, so am
on site frequently including to deal with any emergency issues that come up.
I believe in the Board acting as a team to protect the Park and the WIWL membership. I am a
team player committed to the preservation of the Chapter. 
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Newsletter Sponsors are appreciated and tax deductible!
Please contact Mike Mercer via email secretary@winchester-iwla.org or call 540-467-6538 for additional information

Voting Procedures
The relevant section of our Election and Voting Procedures is shown below – no vote
is scheduled on any other issue other than for the Board of Directors. This year, the
Virginia Division of the IWLA will be managing the voting process.
Voting:Any Chapter member in good standing as of the date of their vote may vote in
that election. Verification of Chapter membership, address, and photo identification
will be required in order to vote. Individual memberships shall have one vote for that
member and Family Memberships shall have one additional vote for an adult member
present over the age of 18. Members who are unable to meet these requirements may
cast a provisional ballot that shall be counted when proper identification is verified.
The Election Committee will handle voter verification and issuance of ballots with as-
sistance from the Board of Directors and Officers, excepting only if the IWLA Virginia
Division assumes responsibility for conducting the election. Upon receipt of a ballot,
the voting member shall mark his/her selection(s) and place the ballot in the Election
Lock Box. Members of the Board and IWLA Virginia Division (if present) will oversee
the registration, issuance of ballots, marking and placement of ballots in the lock box
and provide visual security until the voting time has elapsed and until the ballot count-
ing has been completed.
Place and Time of Voting: The annual meeting of the Members for the election of
Directors shall be held each year on the third Thursday of June commencing at 6:300
p.m. at the WIWL Chapter House at 2863 Millwood Pike (Rte. 50 West), Winchester,
VA. 22602. Elections may be held at such other location as may be fixed by the Board
of Directors and as provided in the Bylaws, subject to at least 10 days and not more
than 60 days prior notice to the Chapter membership by mail and Club web site.
Absentee Voting: Absentee voting will be available to any member who is unable to
attend voting in person on the day and time of the election.

1. Absentee ballots will be available up to 21 days prior to the election on
dates and at times posted on the Chapter Bulletin Board and website, in the

Newsletter, and by other mail and electronic means. A verbal statement that
the member will not be able to attend the Election Meeting, proper photo
identification, current address, and verification of Izaak Walton Chapter
membership will be required to obtain an absentee ballot. 

2. Procedures for Absentee voting: 
• Member states verbally they will not be able to make the Membership

Meeting during which the voting is scheduled and would like to vote
Absentee. 

• Member presents a photo ID and Membership Card. 
• Member's name checked against current membership roster. 
• Member fills out ballot and places it in locked ballot box. 
Anyone who wishes may be present to witness, but no contact with voters
will be allowed by witnesses. No voters to be approached by anyone on
Chapter property. No electioneering, signs etc. 

3. All absentee ballots must be counted along with all other election ballots
received at the Election Meeting. Members receiving an absentee ballot
will not be given a second ballot at the time of the election.

Counting of Ballots and Announcement: Counting of ballots shall commence im-
mediately after voting is closed and shall be conducted in the same building location.
The general membership shall be permitted to view the vote counting. The Election
Committee Chair or, if the Virginia Division is managing the election, the Division
representative, shall have possession of the lock box key and shall publicly open the
lock box for counting in the presence of the membership. The Election Committee
shall count the votes by reading aloud each individual ballot with the results being
recorded for each candidate or issue on the ballot. Any provisional ballots that were
cast and set aside will be verified and decided if eligible and counted if their inclusion
is found to possibly impact the outcome of the voting. After the final tally of the election
results by candidate, the highest vote recipients will be announced immediately as
being the winners.


