
www.winchester-iwla.org February 
2020

Range Safety Incident 
Reinforces Need to Follow 
Range Rules 

There was a serious Range safety incident that occurred at the 
Shotgun Range on Dec 28th.  A Member and his guest utilized 
the Range while it was closed and no RSO being present.  They 
threw clay targets with a hand thrower resulting in erratic clay 
targets being shot outside the range limit poles and showering 
the 5 stand platform now under construction with broken target 
fragments.  Their position on the range while shooting also 
contributed to the problem.  

A Range RSO who went to work on the new 5-Stand Platform 
two days later found the problem plus evidence of the Range 
use and immediately wrote up an Incident Report.  He also was 
able to identify the member and guest who utilized the range.  
The improper use of the range was also verified by a BOD 
member who had checked the shotgun range just prior to the 
incident and made a return visit to the range a few days later.

Range rule violations threaten injury, and
jeopardize county permit and range insurance

Based on the incident report and the evidence found the member 
involved was contacted and met with an Incident Hearing 
Committee composed of regular members, Range Committee 
representatives, and 2 BOD members. The Committee listened 
to the member’s explanation, and examined the evidence 
supporting the incident report and submitted its findings and 
recommendations for action to the Chapter President for BOD 
review. The final action will occur in an Executive Session at 
the February BOD meeting.

The incident, while not resulting in damage or injury to any 
person, illustrates the need for all members to “read and heed” 
the Chapter Range Rules and SOP.  Members sign and attest 
when renewing that they have read and understand the Range 
Rules and SOP. Likewise, the New Member Orientation and the 
RQ Sessions remind all participants of the need to follow the 
Range Rules and SOP. (Continued on Page 2)

Meeting the Challenge of
An All-Volunteer Group

The Winchester Chapter of the Izaak Walton 
League is run entirely by volunteers. The chapter 
has been fortunate to have outstanding individuals 
willing to meet the challenges presented in 
maintaining our park and Chapter House, keeping 
the fish biting in the lake, and safely and effectively 
operating our ranges.
Two pillars of the Chapter, Butch Kramer and 

Chris Barltrop, have announced that they must 
relinquish some key duties they have been 
performing so well. Butch resigned from the board 
and left his position as secretary at of the end of 
2019. He also served as Chapter maintenance lead, 
recently overseeing the replacement of the main 
section of the Chapter House roof. He has agreed to 
continue in the maintenance role to manage the 
renovation of our problematic plumbing. Chris will 
not be running for re-election to the board in June, 
so will not be able to continue serving as treasurer. 
He will stay on as webmaster and manager of our 
electronic communications unless someone is 
willing to pick up those tasks. 

We thank these men for their past service and are 
grateful for their willingness to continue working 
for our members.

It’s now time for others to step up. The most 
urgent need is for a Chapter secretary, as the 
position is vacant. It’s time for you to consider 
volunteering. Of course, anyone thinking about 
such a step has questions. Give me, Butch or Chris 
a call. We’ve got the answers.

Service to the Chapter can be demanding but it is 
enormously rewarding. Think about it, then act. 
Give us a call. – Dan Arico, president
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Range Safety Incident
(Continued from Page 1) 

The Frederick County conditional use permit allows us to operate the ranges and our Chapter insurance liability 
policy depends on members knowing and following the Range SOP/Rules without fail. We remind all that one 
incident, even a minor one, could shut down our ranges forever. We request all members using the Ranges to review 
the Range SOP/Rules frequently and use them, at all times, when on the Range. 

Copies are available in the Chapter House and on the website. You also are welcome to attend one of the monthly 
New Member Orientation Session to reinforce  your knowledge. The schedule is on the Chapter Calendar found on the 
website. David Prater

Mule Deer Fundraiser Planned for February
Two members of the Winchester Chapter of the Izaak Walton League have formed a chapter of the Muley Fanatic 

Foundation to raise research funds and increase awareness of a declining mule deer populations in the west, and to 
involve local Virginia youth in the outdoors.

The members are Dave Kavanah and Ron Kendra. They have created the Virginia Blue Ridge Chapter of the Muley 
Fanatic Foundation muleyfanatic.org  which is hosting a fund-raising banquet at the Shenandoah Valley Golf Club in 
Front Royal, VA on Saturday, February 29. The banquet website and ticket options / donations can be accessed 
through at the banquet website: https://mffbrc2020.givesmart.com. 

The purpose for the Blue Ridge Chapter's fundraiser banquet is twofold. First, to raise awareness and funds to help 
support and address the declining population of this iconic American animal.  Both Colorado and Wyoming have 
declared a 40% decline in Mule Deer populations over the past 20 years.

Secondly, to assist in raising funds that will specifically target youth outdoor sporting activities and conservation 
awareness and education right here in our community in conjunction with the Winchester IWLA Chapter.

Dave Kavanah may be reached at duktol@aol.com or (757) 635-3841 and Ron Kendra may be reached at 
rkwyoming@gmail.com or (540) 327-8691.
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E & T Update
The NRA Metallic and Shotgun Reloading 

Courses planned for February have been postponed 
and will be offered later this year.

The tentative March offerings include two NRA 
4-hours introductory courses, First Steps Rifle and 
First Steps Shotgun.  These courses are primarily 
designed for beginning shooters but offer all 
shooters a good basic review of the shooting 
fundamentals and safe gun handling practices for 
rifle and shotgun.  Both courses involve live fire 
shooting at the ranges. You may bring your own 
rifle or shotgun, or loaner firearms will be  
available.  

Please check the Chapter website for future 
information.

The January offerings of the NRA Basic RSO 
Certification Course and Basics of Pistol Shooting 
Courses were well attended.  These courses also 
meet the criteria for exemption from the WIWL 
mandatory RQ Exercise necessary to be completed 
before using any Chapter Range Facility in 2020 
and 2021. 

E & T is planning to offer both course at least 
three times a year to members interested in 
becoming certified RSOs or  building their 
knowledge and skills in pistol shooting.  The Basic 
Pistol class also is a required prerequisite for taking 
any advanced NRA pistol course such as Defensive 
Pistol or Personal Protection in the Home and 
Personal Protection Outside the Home that the 
Chapter’s E & T Instructional Staff plans to offer 
later this year.  

If you have an NRA Instructor Rating and are 
interested in teaching classes please contact either 
Dave Prater-- range@winchester-iwla.org or Al 
Stitt-- training@winchester-iwla.org

Have you seen the extended sections of bright survey tape on the 
back trails of the Chapter park and wondered what is happening? 
It happens to be an Eagle Scout Service Project in progress. It is 
an outpost being built to support future scout and youth groups 
who want a more primitive experience while camping at our 
chapter.
In contrast to a campground, the outpost will contain no tent 

pads, limited access to water and is being designed for tents and 
camping hammocks. Scouts and youth that will use the outpost 
will backpack in their gear and may need to purify stream water 
for cooking and cleaning, or haul water from the hand pump. The 
back area of the Chapter, high above the banks of the Opequon, 
provides a wonderful outdoor experience away from roads, 
ranges and the lake but at the same time allows those features to 
be available for use with a nice hike. Any chapter member may 
use the outpost when completed.
The estimated completion date of the new outpost is sometime 

in 2020 and has a planned permanent fire pit overlooking the 
Opequon creek. We are grateful that the scouts chose our chapter 
for their project to give back to the community. 
If you would like to be included in future work parties, please 

contact Brian Callahan (brian_callahan@winchester-iwla) to be 
included in the future e-mails. –Brian Callahan

Camping ‘Outpost’ On the Way

If you want something 
done, give it to someone 

already busy!
We know you’re busy.

So volunteer!

Need-To-Know, Need-To-Go Spot
Make it a habit! Check the Chapter on-line calendar early and often at 

https://www.winchester-iwla.org/calendar.  Know when the activities you 
want are happening, and when the areas you want to use may be reserved 

for others. 
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