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We’ve moved our list 
of officers and board 
members to Page 2. 

Mitchell, Strawderman Expelled July 10 
   On July 10, in a series of votes, the chapter expelled members Jent P. Mitchell and 
Paul Strawderman for violating Winchester Izaak Walton League Chapter bylaws. 
Neither man was present and no defense was offered. 
   The board of directors voted 10-0 to expel each. A second set of votes was taken on 
advice of the chapter’s lawyers. Mitchell has served notice that he is challenging the 
most recent election of board members. The lawyer advised the board to take a vote 
with only those members who did not have to stand for election in order to ensure that 
the expulsions would remain in effect despite the election challenge. Those votes were 
3-0 in favor of expulsion.  
   In addition, a vote was taken of the general membership in attendance. The members 
presented voted 29-0 to expel each of the two. Two members present did not vote. 
Additional details can be found at the chapter website, www.winchester-iwla.org.  
   Earlier disciplinary actions against the two were withdrawn after an administrative 
error was discovered. 

Better Fishing, Fewer Weeds  
Innovative Program Launched to Improve Lake Neff Without Chemicals 
The Lake and Conservation Committee has launched an unprecedented, long-range program to maintain and improve Lake 
Neff, both as an attraction for members and a source of better year-round fishing.  
   The program includes the first stocking of warm-water fish that anyone can remember, and both short-term and long-term 
efforts to reduce vegetation in the lake. The stocking plan was developed over a number of weeks by the newly 
reconstituted committee under the chairmanship of Brian Callahan. It was carried out July 23, and included: 

• 200	Silver	Channel	Catfish	(4”)	
• 400 Trapdoor Snails	
• 5000 Flat Head Minnows	
• 500 Bullfrog Tadpoles	
• 100 Large Mouth Bass (3”)	

   The committee conducted extensive research based on the water quality analysis conducted by Greenway Engineering. 
Several members worked different vendors, the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, and reference websites 
to determine effective solutions. This stocking and future summer stockings will be used to balance the aquatic ecosystem 
which benefits all fish in the lake. 
   There isn’t a shortage of game fish in the lake but a limitation of sources of food the fish eat, according to Brian. The 
smaller game fish will grow as additional food sources are added. The minnows are intended to increase the available food 
supply and will continue to spawn during the summer months. 
   The priority of the stocking, however, is the management of weeds and overall water quality. (Continued on Page 5) 
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Orientation and Range Qualification Not Just for Newbies 
 
   Orientations are currently scheduled on Thursday August 23 and Wed. Sept. 23, and Thursday Oct. 25 from 6:00 to 8:00 at 
the Chapterhouse to accommodate new and prospective members and to provide range qualification refresher updates for 
current members. Dates for November and December will be announced according to demand and the holiday schedule. 	
   Attending orientation is a great way for existing members to earn their Range Qualification credential, allowing members to 
bring guests under the Range Guest policy implemented a couple of years ago. 
   If enough members want to attend, we can schedule sessions that concentrate on range safety, and skip the Chapter history 
part of the orientation.  All existing members who ever use any of our range facilities are encouraged to attend, whether you 
plan to bring guests or not.  The range rules have changed in some significant ways over the last few years, and attending a 
refresher will improve overall range safety. The orientation takes only about two hours. – Jim Sherry	

 

Range Runoff No Threat to Opequon 
 
   The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has given the 
Winchester Izaak Walton League Park a clean bill of health on runoff from its Rifle 
and Pistol Range, Dave Prater has told the Board of Directors. 
   The DEQ action came after a representative and county officials visited the park in 
response to an anonymous complaint phoned in May 30. According to the DEQ 
report, “Caller is concerned about runoff from a shooting range berm into Opequon 
Creek. The berm to collect the lead from shooting is adjacent to the creek and the 
caller is concerned that lead and other metals are going into the creek.” The DEQ 
found the complaint without merit. 
   The Range Committee is in process of developing a Range Environmental 
Stewardship plan based on established best range environmental practices. 
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OFFICERS  
Dan Arico, President  
703-229-3130  
dan_arico@winchester-iwla.org  
Chris Barltrop, Vice President 
202-368-1086 
chris_barltrop@winchester-iwla.org 
Jack Weeks, Treasurer  
703-403-0197  
jack_weeks@winchester-iwla.org  
Butch Kramer, Secretary  
703-795-8591  
butch_kramer@winchester-iwla.org  
Jim Sherry, Membership Director 
540-336-8441  
jim_sherry@winchester-iwla.org  
 
DIRECTORS  
Al Stitt, Education & Training  
540-336-2468  
training@winchester-iwla.org  
Harold Whitacre, Special Events  
540-533-8996  
harold_whitacre@winchester-iwla.org  
Howard Beny 
336-413-8719  
howard_beny@winchester-iwla.org 
Mike Harper 
mike_harper@winchester-iwla.org 
Patricia Nunn 
patty_nunn@winchester-iwla.org 
Robert Lunceford 
rob_lunceford@winchester-iwla.org 
John Suter 
john_suter@winchester-iwla.org 
 
Board Meetings are normally held the 
first Tuesday of each month at the 
Chapterhouse. See the Chapter website 
for dates and times. 

Membership Meetings are held at the 
Chapterhouse on the third Thursday of 
each month. Dinner is served at 6:15 
p.m. and the meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. 
The cost of dinner is $15.00 per adult 
and $7.50 for children; reservations are 
required. See the Chapter website for 
details. 
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WIWL Park Hit With 
Trail Life Campers  
 
   In July, Winchester Izaak 
Walton League Park was host 
to a Trail Life USA camping 
event. Twenty-one boys and 
eight adults participated. Onsite 
they did camping, shotgun, 
rifle, pistol and fishing. They 
also built catapults for a balloon 
fight. Our members showed 
great hospitality. Special thanks 
go to Rob Lunceford and Brian 
Callahan. Thanks to their 
enormous assistance, seven 
boys passed all the 
requirements for the shotgun 
badge. On the spiritual side of 
things, visiting priests came in 
for daily mass on the porch. --
Dan Arico 

Too Tall Tower 

Plans are being drawn to bring the shotgun 
tower into compliance with the Conditional 
Use Permit for the range.  First step is to 
demolish the platforms that do not meet code, 
leaving the vertical poles to support a rebuild 
that will be properly designed and permitted. 
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NRA Ponders Changes In Precision Shooting Competition  
   In an interesting article in the NRA Shooting Sports USA magazine we learn that the NRA is considering some 
variations for future precision pistol (Bullseye) competitions. Some of these have long been considered anathema to the 
Bullseye discipline, but reality eventually intrudes upon tradition: 
• A separate division for shooters who use only iron sights; recognizing that optical sights (red dots, scopes) may 

give shooters an advantage over traditional open sights, a separate division is being considered for those who 
prefer to shoot with irons; 

• Allowing shooters new to Bullseye to use two hands, rather than the traditional "off-hand," or one-handed stance; 
radical! 

• A 30-shot .38 caliber revolver match: 10 slow fire, 10 timed, and 10 
rapid. 
   If you have interest in incorporating any of the variations described in the 
article, please let me know. We could also generate a separate .45 cal semi-
auto match if there's enough interest. Meanwhile, since we have only one 
evening per month available so far, we can change the scoring sheet to 
accommodate such things as iron vs. optical sights and two-handed 
shooting. Let's talk these over. –Jim Sherry  jim_sherry@winchester-iwla.org 
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Winchester	IWLA	Bullseye	Match	Tally	Sheet	
	Match	Date:		July	18,	2018	

Name	
Slow	Fire	 Timed	Fire	 Rapid	Fire	 Total	

Score	 X	 Score	 X	 Score	 X	 Score	 X	

John	Lewandoski	 175	 1	 190	 5	 167	 3	 532	 9	

Lou	Knapp	 34	
	

121	
	

131	
	

286	 0	

Mike	Murphy	 158	 3	 147	 6	 187	 5	 492	 14	

Michael	L.	Murphy	 139	
	

159	 6	 127	 4	 425	 10	

Stan	Kugler	 124	 		 141	 1	 143	 		 408	 1	
 

Bullseye News 

   Our next match will be on 
Wednesday, August 22nd; shooting 
starts at 5:00 pm sharp.  By the way, 
as far as I can tell, this is the only 
Bullseye match available in the 
Northwest Virginia area. 
   Some members have asked about 
makeup sessions for shooters 
who occasionally can't attend the 
regular third Wednesday matches. I 
emphasize "occasionally" because 
getting range time for timed and 
rapid-fire sessions might be 
tricky.  I'd be glad to hear your ideas 
on the subject. Contact Jim Sherry, 
540-336-8441 or 
jim_sherry@winchester-iwla.org if 
you have questions about Bullseye at 
the Winchester Chapter. 

August 2018 Chapter Calendar 
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WIWL SASP Shooters Do Well at State Championship Match  
On June 26, 2018, eight members of the WIWL Blue Ridge Bullets SASP Team participated in the VA State 
Championship Match on the NRA Indoor Range in Fairfax VA.  The squad of Alexander Baird, Maccoy Gilkinson, 
Talon Morris and Andrew Sullivan walked away with a third place finish and an all-girls squad of Evie Blodgett, Emmie 
Blodgett, Gracie Blodgett and Amelia Lunceford took 4th place in the Team Open pistol against 5 other squads that have 
National All Scholastic Team Shooters and College age shooters on their squads.   

Three of the Boy’s Squad decided to compete in the Rifle Shooting Match phase even though we do not offer that in our 
current WIWL SASP program. Talon Morris took 2nd Place in Individual Optic Rifle, Maccoy Gilkinson place 3rd in 
Individual Optic Rifle and Andrew Sullivan placed 3rd in Individual Rifle Iron Sights. Col. Oliver North, the newly 
elected NRA President, personally welcomed the teams to the NRA Range and did a photo session with them as well. 

Twelve Members of the Team participated in the SASP National Competition in Marengo, Ohio, between July 14-21, 
2018, against hundreds of young shooters from throughout the U.S. Both Talon Morris and Maccoy Gilkinson already 
have competed with scores making them eligible for the National All Scholastic Team in 2019. Outstanding shooting, 
guys!!! 

Not bad for both the team and individual members in 
their first real SASP competitions—and a reminder 
that good shooting fundamentals in pistol easily 
transfer to rifle shooting. 

The team will continue practicing on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays from 5:30 PM-7:30 PM. through the 
September.  The WIWL R-P Range is closed to all 
but SASP Team members, Adult Volunteers and 
invited guests during these practices. 
-- Dave Prater 

Blue Ridge Bullets team members pictured with Oliver North (in 
neck tie), president of the NRA, at the NRA range. 

Education and Training Update 
 
The Education and Training Committee is reworking its proposed class schedule to address classes most wanted by 
members based on the info received to date from the WIWL class offerings survey. Also it is planning a NRA RSO 
Certification Class for late Sept and a NRA Basic Pistol to follow shortly thereafter. The basic pistol is a required class 
for doing the more advanced classes such as Personal Protection Inside the Home and Personal Protection Outside the 
Home. The committee also plans to offer the Refuse to Be a Victim Seminar in the late Fall which will be open to both 
men and women. It is a NRA non-shooting format seminar focused on reducing the risks of becoming a victim of crime 
and other threats to person and property. 
  
The class offerings survey is still available at the WIWL Website and at the Chapter House. If you have a particular 
NRA course you would like to take, you can either turn in the survey form or just send an e-mail 
to training@winchester-iwla.org or range@winchester-iwla.org. A schedule of classes for the remainder of the year 
will be published and available on the website in August. We still need credentialed instructors and facilitators for 
NRA and other training and educational classes and seminars.  Please contact either All Stitt or Dave Prater if you 
would be interested in becoming a possible course instructor. 
  
The E & T, Membership and Ranges Committees are reviewing the current members orientation material. The focus is 
to make it more understandable and cut down on verbiage so that members can better understand the various rules--also 
make it more participatory versus lecture style.  Look for revisions in the near future. –Dave Prater 
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Lake Improvement (Continued from Page 1) 

   The catfish are being stocked for weed control. The committee originally considered sterile grass carp for weed 
control but decided against it. The catfish will consume as much vegetation and algae as sterile carp and have the 
additional benefit of being capable of being caught and eaten, according to several vendors consulted by the committee.  
The snails are being added to the lake to attack the decaying plant material on the bottom. The committee decided to 
avoid herbicides as a means to deal with the weeds out of the possibility of a fish kill no matter how much care was 
taken. The stocking was sourced from Zetts Tri-State Fish Farm and Hatchery in Inwood, WV, with Chapter member 
Mike Keenan as the point man.	
   The committee is also attacking the weed problem with physical removal. Using grant money, the chapter secured 
two 12-foot jon boats with electric motors, nets, a rake and two-bladed device designed to cut bottom-growing aquatic 
plants, chiefly hydrilla in Lake Neff. Mike, Zoltan Palfry and Brian tried out a jon boat and the weed-clearing devices 
on the lake in late July, and found physical weed removal workable, if somewhat backbreaking. 
   On advice of the vendor, the animals were not simply dumped in one place, but distributed around the lake’s edge. 
The point was to avoid advertising a location for a feeding frenzy for the predators already in the lake.  – Vernon 
Guidry	

Volunteers 
stock fish 
at Lake 
Neff 

July 23, 
2018 



 

 

Sponsor ads are appreciated and tax deductible 
Contact Jim Sherry at jim_sherry@winchester-iwla.org for additional information. 


