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Winchester Chapter of the Izaak Walton League 
 2863 Millwood Pike, Winchester, VA 22602 
 

 

From:   The Board of Directors 

To: The Membership 

Dated: April 4, 2018 

Subject: Results of Mr. Mitchell’s court case 

 

Mr. Mitchell’s court case against Brian Callahan and the WIWC was closed out by the court this morning, 
April 4, 3028, during which the Judge accepted the Affidavits of Compliance from Dan Arico and Jack 
Weeks, and the Final Order prepared by our attorneys.   

Mr. Mitchell’s case achieved the following: 

1. The WIWC provided Mr. Mitchell with copies of 78 dues checks from three years ago that were 
buried in old Chapter records, that the Chapter leadership did not know existed until required to 
search for them and had no reason to suspect existed. 

2. The WIWC defended the privacy rights of its membership by successfully denying Mr. Mitchell 
the phone numbers and e-mail addresses of its membership and redacting the 78 check copies 
found to remove bank account and phone number information. 

3. At a cost to himself of some $110 in filing fees, Mr. Mitchell succeeded in causing over $20,000 
in financial damage to the Chapter, representing some 40% of our annual dues income, while 
tying up extensive volunteer management time and court time.   

All other information Mr. Mitchell had requested and that we were legally obliged to provide to him had 
been prepared and made available to him before he filed his case.  This included a full transaction 
journal showing all financial transactions back to 1/1/2015, copies of our bank statements including all 
paid checks issued by (not received by) the Chapter, and a reconciliation of the membership count as of 
12/31/2016. 

Given the accusations Mr. Mitchell levied during the court proceedings, including falsely asserting the 
willful destruction of evidence by causing the Chapter PC to fail so as to lose data – the corruption of the 
file structure was caused by an automatic Windows upgrade distributed by HP while the backup drive 
prevented loss of any data – and the disinformation that he has circulated by e-mail and through his 
Facebook page, we believe it important that any member interested in a fuller understanding of the 
issues he raised be adequately informed, as follows.  

Mr. Mitchell, in his court filing, claimed that there was uncertainty as to the membership count in the 
Winchester Isaak Walton Club and that his demand for financial records and dues payment checks was 
to establish an accurate membership count.  This assumption of lack of accuracy in the membership 
records is false.  The actual membership level will vary over time based on non-renewals and new 
members joining.  In addition, the member count will exceed the membership count since Family 
Memberships include two Members.  Membership numbers provided periodically are intended to be 
indicative and may be outdated almost immediately due to new memberships and members’ upgrades. 
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The membership record keeping process during the 2015-2016 Membership renewal cycle was as 
follows: 

A. Membership Renewal Process (26 check copies listed in Attachment 1.A.) 

 The Winchester Chapter of the Izaak Walton League (aka Winchester Isaak Walton Club) is a 
Chapter of the National Izaak Walton League of America organization based in Maryland. 

 All membership records are maintained by the Izaak Walton League of America National 
organization. 

 IWLA membership ID cards are issued by the IWLA National organization, not the individual 
Chapters. 

 Membership Renewal notices are issued by National and distributed to the individual Chapters 
to mail out to their members. 

 Annual membership dues payments are sent by members to their local Chapters, which deposit 
them in their local bank accounts – these payments are generally accompanied by a tear-off 
portion of the renewal notice sent to the members by their local Chapter. 

 The individual Chapters send renewal information along with the requisite National and State 
Division dues to National to update the members’ membership records. 

 National sends the IWLA Membership ID cards to the Chapter for transmittal to the members. 

B. Membership Upgrade Process (3 check copies) 

 IWLA Members may upgrade their membership from Individual to Family Membership against 
payment of an upgrade fee. 

 The local Chapter collects the update dues, advises National of the upgrade and remits the 
National portion of the upgrade dues. 

 National sends the IWLA Membership ID cards to the Chapter for transmittal to the members. 

C. New Membership Process (27 check copies) 

 New members are accepted into individual Chapters. 
 New member dues are deposited in the local Chapters’ accounts. 
 New member information is sent to National along with the requisite National and Division 

dues. 
 National records the newly paid memberships, issues the new members’ ID cards, and sends 

those back to the individual Chapters for distribution to the new members. 

Responsibility at the local Chapter is, in principle, divided between:  

 The Treasurer, who handles the receipts from members and payments to National, and 
 The Membership Director, who handles reporting new members and renewals of existing 

members to National. 

This required coordination between the Treasurer and Membership Director, particularly the 
transfer of payment information from the Treasurer to the Membership Director.  With renewals, 
this information is normally conveyed by the Membership Renewal form that the member returns 
with his/her dues payment.   

 If the Renewal form is received with payment, that form is provided by the Treasurer to the 
Membership Director and no copy of the member’s dues check is necessary or even useful to 
the Chapter, so no copy is made.  This is the case with the vast majority of renewals. 
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 Where the member fails to include the Renewal form, the Treasurer must provide the 
Membership Director with other proof of payment – best done in the form of a copy of the 
member’s check, since that avoids the risk of transcription errors.  These instances are few, and 
are the exception, not the rule. 

With New Memberships, there is no renewal form, so a copy of the check may be used to convey 
payment information from the Treasurer to the Membership Director so that National’s 
membership records are properly updated.   

This represents the standard process generally followed by IWLA Chapters across the county.  In the 
case of the Winchester Chapter: 

The Court ordered reinstatement of members resulting from Mr. Mitchell’s previous suit, which cost 
the Chapter some $114,000 in legal and accounting expenses.  Processing was not based on 
Renewal forms, but copies of 18 reinstatement checks (D) used to ensure that the proper transfer of 
membership renewal information between the Chapter Treasurer and the Membership Director. 

In each case, any check copies made were used to document payments in the absence of other 
documentation, not to capture bank account information, for which the Chapter would have no 
legitimate use unless ACH dues payments are implemented, which the WIWL has not done. 

The small number of check copies found in Chapter records mostly conform to the above process.  

 No copying of Membership dues checks was done during the normal annual membership 
renewal cycle (November 2015– January 2016) as is falsely claimed by Mr. Mitchell and falsely 
certified by Mr. Strawderman, nor have copies have been made during subsequent cycles. 

 Our previous representation made to the Court was that no membership renewal checks were 
copied – this representation is shown to have been substantially correct – the 78 check copies 
found out of some 1,550 dues checks deposited between 7/1/2015 and 1/1/2018 (less than 5%) 
all represent exception cases to insure the proper updating of National membership records in 
the absence of other documentation as our accounting process was being replaced.   

 None of the 78 checks were necessary for our records once the accounting data had been 
captured and the membership records updated, and they could have been destroyed as soon as 
that was completed, which is why we did not expect to find them. 

 We had not previously delved into this issue to this level of detail since doing so required more 
volunteer time to comb the records and increased our legal costs for no good purpose, since Mr. 
Mitchell’s stated objective of independently establishing an accurate membership roster based 
on check copies could only be accomplished if ALL dues checks had been copied, which was, and 
is, not the case. 

 NO data files have been lost as Mr. Mitchell has falsely claimed in his testimony on March 7.  
The corruption of the Windows partition on the Chapter laptop was caused by an automatic 
update to the Windows system distributed by Microsoft, not any initiative by the Treasurer.  No 
data was lost thanks to multiple backups, including a backup drive that mirrors the laptop files 
that is plugged in any time data entry is occurring.  All data files were restored once the 
Windows system was reinstalled with the aid of HP tech support. 

The YHB recommendation to copy all checks quoted by Mr. Mitchell was just that – a 
recommendation.  There seemed at the time to be no practical benefit to implementing that 
recommendation, while implementing it would have increased the time and cost of processing 
renewals and expanded the security risk of safeguarding the personal bank account information of 
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the members contained therein.  We stand by that decision NOT to copy ALL member dues checks 
nor to maintain copies on file for the reasons stated above. 

Three exceptions to the above process are copies of PAID checks that members were asked to 
obtain from their banks to show that dues had been paid, given that no record of payment was 
found within the Chapter.   

 One (E) shows the endorsement stamp of the IWLA National organization, showing that the 
member sent his renewal check directly to National, bypassing our Chapter.  

 Two (F) show that the endorsement stamp used on the check reads “For Deposit Only” – this is 
not the endorsement stamp used at the time by the Chapter, which included the Chapter name.  
These checks were apparently misappropriated by whomever they were given to and deposited 
in that individual’s personal checking account, rather than being turned over to the Chapter 
Treasurer which resulted in them never being received by the Chapter.  These checks predate 
the 2015-2016 Board term. 

Since introduction of our QuickBooks Accounting/Membership system, our own procedures have 
been modified to eliminate use of the National provided renewal notices, since these do not take 
into account the various discounts for seniors, the disabled and work credit.  During the 2016-2017 
cycle, we matched our internally generated renewal notices with those provided by National to 
ensure the accuracy of our own records and dispensed with the National provide renewal notices 
for the 2017-2018 cycle. 

With respect to Mr. Mitchell’s demand for copies of dues refund checks: 

 The portion of membership dues that are paid to the IWLA National and State organizations are 
donations to a 501(c)(3) and are not refundable.   

 Our records show that only one refund check was issued since the 2015-2016 Board took over 
the management of the chapter – dated 7/13/2015 for $240.00, as shown in the transaction 
journal provided to Mr. Mitchell. 

 In a few cases, members did not claim the approved senior, disability or volunteer work time 
discounts they were entitled to, and $20 refund checks were issued covering these discounts, as 
is shown in the transaction journal provided to Mr. Mitchell.  Copies of those checks would be 
attached to the BB&T bank statements already provided to Mr. Mitchell. 

 Any member not willing to continue his/her membership would simply not renew at year-end, 
whereupon their membership record at National would be marked as expired – they would no 
longer be a “member in good standing” and would remain that way unless the member 
subsequently renewed or re-joined. 

As background, the 7/2015 – 6/2016 Board inherited a mess – the membership records were 
maintained only by National, and the accounting records consisted of the bank checkbook registers.  The 
renewal notices provided by National were mailed to members according to standard IWLA procedures 
and were used to update the National records.  The new Board adopted a detailed Excel based financial 
record keeping system which meticulously recorded all accounting entries, including all membership 
dues during their tenure, including renewals for the 2016 membership year.  Procedures had to be 
developed on how best to process membership dues, so actual implementation tightened progressively 
through the Board year.  The National membership records remained the primary source of membership 
information, with ad hoc Excel workbooks downloaded as needed from that system.   

Copies of these Excel workbooks were given to the member of the Finance Committee charged with 
building up the QuickBooks accounting system and backfilling data back to 1/1/2015, with the first half 
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of 2015 based on the checkbook registers inherited from the previous Board.  In the process, dues 
payments were used to build up the membership database in the system.  In June of 2016, the in-house 
accounting system was fully activated, integrating the membership record keeping with the accounting 
system.   

For the 2017 membership year renewal cycle, the renewal forms received as usual from National were 
matched up with the Membership Renewal forms generated by QuickBooks to ensure consistency 
between the two systems and both were sent to the Membership, validating the accuracy of the 
Chapter’s new in-house records.  The QuickBooks system became primary, with system generated 
member check deposit reports used to drive updating the National records.   

For the current 2018 cycle, only the QuickBooks generated Membership Renewal forms were sent to 
Chapter members – Membership ID cards continue to be issued by National, based on the updates 
generated by QuickBooks, confirming the accuracy of our records to the membership.   

The Finance Committee has engaged in detailed quarterly reviews of the accounting records to ensure 
that no discrepancies exist between the QuickBooks records and the paper source documents for each 
transaction. 

The absence of check copies after QuickBooks was activated is due to the tight record keeping that 
obviated any need for using check copies to transfer data between the Treasurer and Membership 
Director, since any information needed was available from the QuickBooks system.  This has been a 
deliberate, careful process that has ensured that there has been no uncertainty in our membership 
records for years.  Mr. Mitchell was not involved in this process and has been unwilling to trust its 
effectiveness. 

We fail to understand what benefit Mr. Mitchell would gain from having copies of the relatively few 
checks that were copied years ago – nor how he or the Chapter would benefit from his efforts in this 
case.  These few check copies would not help him verify the accuracy of our membership records, which 
has been his stated objective, even if such verification were necessary or even useful.    

We recognize that the BB&T could provide copies of all deposits received from the Chapter, including 
copies of the member dues checks included in those deposits, if requested by an authorized signer on 
the account or a Court order, supported by payment of the related bank charges.  But why?   

 What legitimate use could Mr. Mitchell have for the bank account information and some phone 
numbers that those checks would include?   

 What legitimate additional information would the check copies provide that is not included in our 
accounting records and the transaction journal provided to him? 

 Does Mr. Mitchell reasonably have the capacity to go through such copies to independently develop 
a more accurate membership list than the one we have provided to him, and why would he want to 
spend the time trying to do that?   

We had already given him a copy of the transaction journal that includes every member dues payment 
for the 2016 and 2017 membership periods, so if he wished to reconstruct his own membership list, he 
could do so from that information alone, assuming he had a legitimate reason for doing that and 
understood the data already given to him. 

Since any member paying his/her dues would expect to receive a National Member ID card, they would 
complain if theirs did not arrive – in fact we occasionally do get such complaints due to the USPS being 
less than perfect in delivery of the membership ID cards we receive from National and mail on to our 
members.  We respond with an e-mail request to National to send us a duplicate for forwarding to the 



6 
 

member concerned.  This process has provided an inherent feed-back that ensures confirmation to the 
membership in the complete processing of their member dues. 

Mr. Mitchell seems to be chasing a problem that does not exist – our membership records at both the 
Chapter and National levels are accurate and do not need his help to correct, and we have to wonder 
why he is so intent on getting member bank account information, since he has everything else. 

Responding to this case has cost the Chapter some $16,000 and climbing with no benefit to Mr. Mitchell 
beyond the personal satisfaction of depleting the financial resources of the Chapter.  These funds would 
have been far better used maintaining and enhancing the Park facilities and meeting the Chapter’s 
mission of public benefit as a 501(c)(3) designated public charity rather than tying up a substantial 
amount of volunteer managers’ time and wasting the Court’s time.  He could have ended this drain on 
the Chapter’s resources at any time by accepting the legally required records provided to him and not 
pursuing an obsession that seems directed at the destruction of the Chapter for his own ends. 

We should point out that Mr. Mitchell previously justified his demand to the Court for member mailing 
addresses by a desire to send Christmas cards to all the membership – we are unaware of any member 
receiving a Christmas card from him, so this justification would seem to have been another false 
statement by Mr. Mitchell to the Court. 

Mr. Mitchell’s entire case has been part of consistent assault on the management of the Chapter since 
July of 2015.  He has continuously maligned the management, particularly each President and Treasurer, 
using his own e-mail list and his “Loyal Opposition” Facebook page that he labels as the official Chapter 
site, and where he accuses the managers of being corrupt liars and paints himself as the sole source of 
accurate information and as the savior of the Chapter dedicated to protecting the Membership’s 
interests.  We believe that his effort to get member e-mail addresses is to enable him to expand his 
audience for his disinformation campaign. 

We believe that Mr. Mitchell’s objectives are vindictive harassment of the Chapter management in an 
effort to prove that everyone else is a liar while not hesitating to lie himself, and to use the Court to 
bankrupt the Chapter, as the Court speculated during the March 7 hearing and as some members have 
heard him privately remark.  We further believed that he would continue this effort, either by trying to 
extend this case or filing new complaints, unless the Court imposed a penalty on him for doing so, either 
in the form of $20,000 for the damage to the Chapter he has caused, and/or an injunction that bars him 
from further harassment of the Chapter management and its members.  We asked that this harassment 
or, as he claims “the war”, be stopped and trusted that the Court would help ensure that happened. 
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Attachment 1 – Listing of 78 Check Copies by Group 

A. 26 Copies of normal membership renewal checks, where 20 were possibly handed in rather than 
mailed, so not going directly to the Treasurer 

Member Check # Check Date Amount 
Robert Colson 227 10/15/2015 110.00 
Anthony d’Elia 2354 10/15/2015 110.00 
Jeremy Green 323 10/15/2015 161.00 
James Nesselrodt 3825 10/31/2015 330.00 
Standish Kugler 1519 11/3/2015 136.00 
James Weston 2173 11/4/2015 136.00 
Jent Mitchell 3831 11/9/2015 220.00 
Katie Kikel 1285 11/18/2015 110.00 
Brian Whysong 277 11/19/2015 136.00 
Mathew Vosika 1076 11/19/2015 136.00 
Bunthen Chao 1093 11/23/2015 136.00 
William Scott 1122 11/25/2015 136.00 
K D Walker 2622 11/26/2015 110.00 
John Corder 10125 11/28/2015 136.00 
Christopher Guillaudeu 6698 11/28/2015 136.00 
Robert Keller 1086 12/3/2015 110.00 
Barry Shull 2295 12/6/2015 110.00 
Sharon Rogers 1716 12/7/2015 110.00 
Michelle Smith 3392 12/7/2015 110.00 
Eric Raybuck Money Order ? 110.00 

4 Copies made during off-cycle membership renewal process, so no renewal form 

Member Check # Check Date Amount 
Mark MacDougall 5298 6/25/2015 101.00 
Gerald Van Hook 2739 6/10/2015 110.00 
Lyle Strosnyder 2294 6/23/2015 175.00 
Robert Sanders 2158 5/26/2015 110.00 

2 Copies made of gift renewals, where the member name differed from the check name 

Member Check # Check Date Amount 
Standish Kugler 1518 11/3/2015 136.00 
Patricia Nunn 3897 12/24/2015 110.00 

B. 3 Copies made of upgrade checks from Individual to Family membership 

Member Check # Check Date Amount 
Robin Phillips 1935 9/26/2015 26.00 
D A Pitts 158 11/7/2015 136.00 
Beau Goshen 8998 6/5/2016 26.00 

C. 28 Copies made during the New Member Application process 

Member Check # Check Date Amount 
Charles Young 1332 8/20/2015 190.00 
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Dennis Rude 130 8/20/2015 190.00 
Trail Thomas 257 8/20/2015 190.00 
Mike Phillips Cash 8/20/2015 190.00 
James Monaco 2515 8/20/2015 190.00 
Cody Monday 5034 8/20/2015 190.00 
Travis Morgan 758 8/20/2015 285.00 
Samuel Long 212 9/26/2015 240.00 
Dan Dillon 8371 9/28/2015 240.00 
Jent Mitchell 3828 10/15/2015 135.00 
Andrea Feltner 6028 10/20/2015 190.00 
Joel Flower Money Order 12/7/2015 265.00 
Thomas Hruska 101 12/7/2015 265.00 
Dallas Peck 128 12/7/2015 291.00 
Hugh Tolson 1283 12/7/2015 265.00 
D. Paul Jennings 60? 12/13/2015 266.00 
Gilbert Markbein 114 12/17/2015 265.00 
Victor Cruz 1543 1/10/2016 220.00 
Gerald Darnell 758 1/10/2016 220.00 
Frank Festa 1090 1/10/2016 220.00 
Raymond Hart 953 1/10/2016 220.00 
Michael Macoff 1054 1/10/2016 220.00 
Scott Mitchell 251 1/10/2016 220.00 
Rita Copenhaver 1575 1/11/2016 246.00 
Charles Young 1396 6/5/2016 195.00 
Nancy Napolitano 1309 6/5/2016 221.00 
David Prater 1495 6/5/2016 195.00 
George Clarke 3203 6/6/2016 195.00 

D. 18 Copies made during the member reinstatement process per court order 

Member Check # Check Date Amount 
Jeffrey Dodd 850 9/26/2015 50.00 
Shawn Garner 1199 7/18/2015 50.00 
Ronald Bales 7906 7/13/2015 50.00 
Terry Long 6672 7/12/2015 50.00 
James Weston 2158 7/18/2015 50.00 
Arthur Strosnider 818 6/25/2015 75.00 
Kim Smith 15679 6/22/2015 75.00 
Alson Smith 6458 6/25/2015 75.00 
Michael Formichella 5324 6/25/2015 75.00 
Thomas Southworth 4925 6/25/2015 75.00 
Frederick Underwood 3112 6/25/2015 75.00 
Gladys Ricketts 2532 6/25/2015 75.00 
? Shelter2home LLC 5786 6/28/2015 75.00 
Paul Thomson 1140 7/28/2015 75.00 
Joseph Bracken 1922 7/23/2015 50.00 
John Fox 2305 9/9/2015 50.00 
Richard Nappi 12079 11/18/2015 155.00 
Brian Hester 1283 12/3/2015 181.00 
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E. Copy of 1 paid check provided by the member where the endorsement shows that he paid his 
dues directly to National, bypassing our Chapter. 

Member Check # Check Date Amount 
John Suter 1622 12/10/2014 200.00 

F. 2 copies of checks provided by members where the endorsement shows that the checks were 
misappropriated before reaching our Chapter. 

Member Check # Check Date Amount 
Jay Sandy 1050 3/19/2015 240.00 
Homer Carroll 2350 6/25/2015 75.00 

 

 

Attachment 2 – Statement from Mike Harper, Treasurer 7/2015 – 6/2016 

March 16, 2018  

I was Treasurer of the Winchester Chapter of the Isaac Walton League from July of 2015 until June 
of 2016.  

During that time period, most membership dues checks were received at the Chapter’s USPS PO Box 
where I picked them up personally.   Occasionally, the other PO Box key holder, President Jim 
Sherry, would pick up the mail in my stead. If he found envelopes that he believed contained dues 
checks, he would pass them on to me unopened.  All of these checks remained in my personal 
possession until I deposited them in the Chapter’s bank account.  I was the only person to handle 
the actual checks contained in these envelopes, and these checks represented the majority of all 
checks received for membership dues.  At no time while I was Treasurer was it standard procedure 
to copy every check received, either as photo copies or as scans into the computer system.  However, 
there were occasions when I made paper photo copies of checks that required further scrutiny or 
investigation by other Chapter officers.  In these cases, for security reasons, I retained the originals 
of such checks and provided copies to either the membership Director or his assistant for 
reconciling.  Examples of such situations would have included, but not been limited to:  illegible 
checks, checks written incorrectly, checks written by unrecognized individuals, and renewal checks 
submitted without the remittance slips provided to members with their annual invoice. The actual 
number of checks that I copied or scanned during my tenure represented a very small fraction of the 
total number of checks processed. 

A small number of checks came to me from other Officers of the Chapter who had received them 
directly from paying members.  Under my instructions, the Membership Director made copies of 
checks he received from new members before passing them on to me.  He also made copies of 
checks received from prior members for re-instatement as ordered by the Court in June 2015.  The 
copies were intended as a paper trail and accounting cross check. These occurrences were small in 
number and represented a small fraction of total check activity. 

MH 


