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From The President
Happy August everyone! It’s hard to believe summer is flying by. The kids will be heading
back to school soon and Moms will be breathing a sigh of relief that they made it through an-
other summer with the kids home.
I am happy to announce that our new board is starting to hit its stride. We have our list of
open items and everyone is engaged on taking small steps to meet the bigger goals. My ex-
pectation is that we will be presenting several core updates to membership within the next
couple months. These updates include revisions to the chapter bylaws, range rules and chapter
membership rules. Several of the updates have been in motion for about a year. It’s also im-
portant to note that most of these initiatives started at the committee level and will have further
member review prior to approval by the board. Member input is key to this process so watch
for announcements for open forums.
We are reviewing and prepping for several initiatives for this fall. Ikes in Action is a program
that gets us into the community to assist our fellow conservation and preservation groups to
achieve their goals. Our ability to assist other groups shows our commitment to these causes
and provides vital advertising for our chapter. We will also be starting up the Save our Streams
program. This program is stream monitoring for biodiversity health and overall water quality.
We have sent a couple members for additional training and we will be bringing in the program
expert from our national office for member training. Our chapter will coordinate with other
organizations for stream monitoring in the Shenandoah Valley.
Public benefit is key to our organization and I cannot think of a better way of recruiting mem-
bers than showing our community the commitment we have towards conservation goals.
Please watch for opportunities to volunteer and kindly share some of your time assisting the
chapter. The work is always enjoyable when fellow Ikes are involved.
Another key initiative is the shotgun range. We are extremely fortunate that Rick Hill volun-
teered to run the shotgun range and he has many new ideas including fun shoots, youth events
and expanded hours. Rick’s program updates are based on data from the internal survey com-
pleted by over 100 members and the requests from Ikes that regularly use the range. We were
overwhelmed with the initial request to be added to the shotgun newsletter. We had over 75
members added to the list with more requests still coming into our inbox!
I need to address an issue with the July newsletter. I have had several members express con-
cern regarding the article on the shotgun range and cash handling. The primary concern was
that the section was mean spirited. Although that was not our intention, the fact that several
members brought it to my attention means that it should have been better clarified. The basis
of this article was cash handling and tying cash inflow to individual transactions. 
An example of individual cash transactions would be the updates to member dinners. Where
previously we tracked which members attended and whether they ate dinner. The amount of
cash in the box at the end of the meeting differed with every membership dinner. We corrected
this situation with an updated form which shows the member, how many dinners they pur-
chased, and the amounts of adult and kids’ dinners. This form clarification allowed us to track
individual transactions so that the cash box at the end of the evening matched the dinners
served.
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The board reviewed the situation with the shotgun range and crafted
a resolution to the cash handling procedures on the range. There were
several concerns from both the folks handling the cash, transaction
tracking and regular deposits. This resolution was reviewed and
signed off by our Finance committee and conforms to GAAP. The
resolution corrects the situations that caused concerns with the shot-
gun staff, allows for regular deposits with receipts and allows trans-
action tracking by our treasury. This was needed, is common sense
and will address the concerns of all parties. So again, if the review
of the situation came across mean spirited, it was not our intention,
and I want to apologize if it did, but also please understand by work-
ing together as the Board of Directors, we were able to review the
concerns, calmly address the situation and develop a plan that pro-
tects our chapter and more importantly our volunteers that we ask to
handle cash on behalf of the chapter.
Finally, my summer vacation was again spent this year away at Boy
Scout camp with my 11-year-old son. We spent the week at Camp
Sinoquipe in Pennsylvania learning skills, singing camp songs and
enjoying the outdoors. With an overwhelming sense of pride, I am
happy to report that several members of our Winchester Chapter
SASP youth shooting team took first place in the camp wide Sino-
quipe shooting competition with 111/150 points. Congratulations to
SASP team members (and boy scouts) Jake Bundrick, Andrew Norris
and David English Jr for their first-place finish! It is great to see our
Chapter youth programs paying big dividends for a fine group of
young Ikes!

Board Notes
Please make note of the addresses for all your Officers, some have
changed to our new format of firstname_lastname@winchester-
iwla.orgwe are changing away from president@winchester-iwla.org
and vp@winchester-iwla.org and membership-director@winchester-
iwla.org because these positions have changed hands and there may
be confusion on who you are trying to contact. See the list on the left
side of the Newsletter or under contacts on our Website.
The President has a new number for member contact. Please call
540-664-2347with any problems, comments or concerns. Calls nor-
mally will be returned within 8-24 hours. If he doesn’t hear from you
regarding your concern or suggestion as well as a pat on the back for
when things are going right, it is more difficult to operate the Chapter
effectively. You, the members, are the backbone of the WIWL and
your opinions do count. All conversations or messages are treated
confidentially. 
The chapter uses our Newsletter, Facebook page, Website and Con-
stant Contact as our official means of communicating with our mem-
bership. Our Website address is http://www.winchester-iwla.org and
our Facebook page is https://www.facebook.com/WinchesterIWLA.
Please visit these sites often to stay on top of what’s happening at
our Park. Important announcements will also be made through e-mail
(Constant Contact) for our members that have email addresses. If
you are not receiving e-mail messages and you have an email address
update or would like to add your e-mail address, please contact Mike
Mercer at secretary@winchester-iwla.org or call or text 540-467-
6538 please leave a message and I will get back to you as quick as
possible.

New Member Meet & Greet
The new member meet & greet schedule is changing to accommodate
the work schedule of our new Membership Director, Dan Arico. This
month there will be a meet & greet on the following days in August. The
3rd, 14th, 21st and 31st of the Month from 6:30 - 8:00 pm at the Chapter
House. The entrance gate will be open during these times to allow
prospective members in to visit with Dan. If you have friends interested
in joining, you or they can email Dan at dan_arico@winchester-iwla.org
or call him at 703-229-3130.

Rifle and Pistol Range Announcements
Anyone for Bullseye?
Bullseye is one of the oldest handgun match formats, and it remains
one of the most popular among revolver and pistol shooters. Not only
is it enjoyable, it is a way to hone your shooting skills. In Bullseye,
you’ll shoot 90 shots of .22 rimfire at stationary targets for score in three
stages. Most people use stock .22lr semi autos like the Ruger Mark se-
ries or the Browning Buckmark or one of the S&W models, so no spe-
cial equipment is required. We’re in the earliest days of planning for
the introduction of Bullseye at our Rifle-Pistol Range; to move ahead
we’ll need to know how many members are interested. If you want to
give it a try, send a note to jim_sherry@winchester-iwla.org. 

Shotgun Range Announcements
We would like to thank all of those who took the time to open and
fill out our shotgun shooting survey. Your opinions will help us forge
a plan for more and better shotgun shooting. The most interest was
on the “learn to shoot” program and how it would be implemented
and of course the cost. I have not had an opportunity to sit down with
the rest of the E&T committee and discuss ideas but hopefully by
our next Newsletter will have some days, times, and cost for your
consideration. 
Starting on August 5th we will be opening the shotgun range on Sat-
urday morning from 10:00 AM until 1:00 PM and then the regular
time on Sunday August 6th at 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM. This will give
shooter’s an opportunity to beat the heat and plan the rest of your
day with family and friends. We thought we would try something
new so let us know your thoughts or opinions. 
Shooters, don’t forget dove season will soon be here so come on out
and hone in on your shooting skills. We would also like to know if
there are any other folks interested in becoming an RSO for the shot-
gun field. Please let Rick know and he will schedule some classes.
Rick Hill’s contact info is rhill1105@aol.com.

Newsletter Advertising 
We are asking our members who would like to advertise their
business to think about an ad in our Monthly Newsletter. The ads
should be no larger than a business card size and will cost $120.00
per ad for the next 12 issues. Our Newsletter is mailed to our 750+
members each month and posted to our Website and Facebook Page.
If interested in advertising please contact Mike Mercer
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secretary@winchester-iwla.org or call or text 540-467-6538, Please
leave a message and I will contact you as quickly as possible. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Check book balanced though 6/30/2017 as of writing – normally
completed within a day or so of each month end. Financial condition
and performance posted on the bulletin board and the web site, and
copy of the QB file turned over to the Finance Committee for their
mid-year review. Ledger bank balance as of 7/31/2017 was
$75,574.10. 7/31/2017 financial reports and projections for the rest
of this year should be posted by the time you receive this Newsletter. 
The Virginia Sales Tax Exemption Certificate has finally been re-
ceived. We are now registered with Lowe’s, Best Buy, Costco, Sub-
way and Staples. Copy of the certificate also sent to Aurora Services
that maintain our gate and to Winchester Printers who print this
Newsletter for us, and will be sent to other vendors as needed. To
qualify, purchases must be paid for directly out of the WIWL’s ac-
counts – not by reimbursable personal funds. 
The grant request developed by David Prater and submitted to the
IWLA Foundation for lake improvements has just been approved.
The notice we received included the following “The three reasons
we approved the grant [were] 1) good conservation program; 2) your
detailed report (activities, pictures, and most importantly funds ac-
countability) from last year; and 3) your establishing a separate ac-
count to manage funds. Plan a new conservation project for next year,
you’ll most likely get it!” This support from the IWLA Foundation
is most welcome - we can certainly use all the help we can get to
build up our Park!

SASP 
The SASP Youth Pistol team is showing its training. At a recent in-
vitation match held by the Loudoun Team Locomotion at 340 De-
fense near Berryville, three (3) of our shooters scored very high
against far more experienced shooters. We are quite proud of our pro-
gram and now have a waiting list of potential athletes. Our new year
will begin with the school year in September. Practices are held on
the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month. The Rifle and Pistol
Range is closed during those practices for safety reasons, since the
team practice is in front of the regular firing line. The team is plan-
ning a multi-team invitational virtual Match for later this fall. Dates
will be announced in the Newsletter, Chapter Web Site and Facebook
Page following Board review. 

Lake & Conservation
Conservation Update
Great News!! Our grant for the lake weed clean up, steep slope ero-
sion problem and $1,100 towards fish stocking through April of next
year was approved by the National Endowment Committee. We
should receive the funds in the very near future – Dave Prater will
brief the Conservation Committee on Aug 2nd at the Chapter House
on the Grant details and process we will follow to meet the require-
ments of the Grant. He needs open minds and alternative ideas in the
process as well as volunteers to implement the program. 

Contact david_prater@winchester-iwla.org or text 801-210-9076.
Look for additional opportunities to join in other conservation activ-
ities in the near future. The Clean Water Initiative was a highly vis-
ible project at the recent IWLA National Convention along with the
newly updated Save Our Streams (SOS) program. Danielle Donker-
sloot, the National CWI Director and Samantha Roth, the National
SOS Director have agreed to provide training sessions at the WIWL
later this fall. These sessions will be open to WIWL members at no
charge and interested public (fee charged). The Board will need to
determine how to handle other volunteer organization members that
may agree to partner with us in these endeavors. The new SOS 2.0
Program is highly rated and is a major source of information/data
collection for the VA Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
monitoring of VA steams. You must be a trained volunteer to work
in this program. Here is a real opportunity to support the IWLA
Pledge and protect the environment.  More info including the possi-
bility of re-introducing the “Creek Freaks” program for our young
Ikes. More in the next newsletter. 

Miscellaneous Notes
We are always looking for Volunteers to assist the Board by joining
Standing and Special Committees. Committees are the Board’s
advisory group and help develop and implement the approved
policies and activities the Board establishes. We ask that you consider
joining one in your area of interest or experience and offer your
advice as we attempt to build a model IWLA Chapter. Contact Brian
Callahan, President, if interested. 
Interested in making a tax-deductible donation? The Winchester
Chapter of the Izaak Walton League is a designated Public Charity
under IRS 501(c)(3) guidelines. The membership dues you pay each
year provide funding for the National and State Division operations
and our Chapter operating expenses. Every little bit of extra money,
volunteer time or services helps us build the Chapter and our
programs to meet our responsibility of providing mission oriented
public benefit programs as required by law as a non-profit
organization. The more donations (money, goods, volunteer time or
services) the better we can meet our mission as a leading organization
dedicated to public conservation and related education. Please
contact Chris Barltrop, Treasurer, 202-368-1086 or
treasurer@winchester-iwla.org, if you wish to help us with a tax-
deductible donation – tax deductible receipts available, if required. 

Reserving our Chapter House and
Other Areas
If you wish to reserve the Chapter House or other areas in the Park
please complete the WIWL Group Activities Application 7_8_2017.pdf
located on our Website under Forms & Publications\Member Area and
attach it to an email to reservations@winchester-iwla.org or you can
contact Butch Kramer butch_kramer@winchester-iwla.org for
assistance. There is no charge for members to reserve the Chapter
House or other areas. We do require a $100.00 cleaning deposit that
will be returned if the Chapter House is cleaned. We do ask for
donations for using the Chapter House which helps with repairs and
upkeep.
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Newsletter Sponsors are appreciated and tax deductible!
Please contact Mike Mercer via email secretary@winchester-iwla.org 

or call 540-467-6538 for additional information

Work in Progress
Thanks to Butch Kramer and his work crews, progress has been
made on the deck railing; it was finished the week of 24 July. In ad-
dition to that, the picnic tables on the deck have all been sanded and
are awaiting painting by a work party on 05 August from the Youth
Group of Our Savior Lutheran Church across the highway from
IWLA. We hope to have them painted by the end of that day, and
certainly ready for use by the following weekend. The urinal in the
Field House men's room has also been fixed to a workable state, but
may require some future renovation of pipes for a more complete
fix. There were also several new sections of new landscaping com-
pleted in front of the chapter.
Contact Butch at butch_kramer@winchester-iwla.org to be added
to the Building and Grounds Committee. We are always looking for
help with skilled trades and usually it involves small fixes. 

Member Park and Range Rules Update  
A working group is updating the Chapter park and range rules to be
distributed to all current members and new members at orientation.
Remember, getting your Range Qualification (RQ) credential is nec-
essary if you want to bring one or two guests to the Chapter ranges
under the Range Guest Policy, and currently the only way to get the
RQ credential is to attend an orientation session. The new rules differ
from the current rules in only a few ways, but they do necessitate up-
dating the document. It should be ready for distribution and posting
to the Chapter website and Facebook page by September, and is
planned to go into effect on January 1, 2018. Watch for announce-
ments for the Chapter orientation and get your RQ rating.

SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS
– THEY SUPPORT US.


